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MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR

2005: The UNPA Year of “Personalized” Stamps

The current chief of the United Nations
Postal Administration (UUNPA) Robert Gray
is enthusiastically spreading the word that
the “personalized stamp sheets have become
very popular with collectors”™. Thus 1t would
not be surprising that the UNPA will ac-
tively pursue the issuance ol personalized
sheets, a policy Mr. Gray inaugurated during
his tenure with the Australian Post Office.

Two sheets have already appeared this
year on or about March 3rd: an international
personalized stamp sheet containing ten 80¢
stamps and ten labels ($14.95) and a student
stamp sheet containing ten canceled 37¢
stamps and ten labels (54.95). These two
items appeared on the back side of the
mailing sheet, which accompanied the Apnl
issue of the Journal. This student sheet was
developed to allow the many thousands of
schoolchildren who visit the United Nations
Headguarters Building in New York o ob-
tain a personalized stamp sheet. The five
stamp designs on the student sheet are the
same as on the personalized stamp sheets 15-
sued in 2003 and 2004. Only canceled sheets
are available for sale. The international
sheet has five brand new stamp designs.
These include views of the “Non-Violence™
twisted gun sculpture located in front of the
UNNY Secretariat building, the *“Cycle of
Life” Armillary Sphere located at UN Head-
quarters in Geneva, a reproduction of a Ter-
racotta Warrior sculpture located at the UN
Headquarters in Vienna, the “Single Form”
bronze sculpture located near the fountain in
the plaza of the UNNY Secretariat and the
“Spherc within a Sphere”™ located at UN
Headquarters in New York.

However, this is just the beginming for
this year. In the March issue of the UNPA
Philatelic Bulletin, Mr. Gray announced
that the UNPA would issue a new personal-
ized stamp sheet in conjunction with the
2005 Aichi Expo, which would have twenty

37¢ stamps with the text of the selvage in
Japanese.

It would not surprise me 1l one or more
sheets of personalized stamps would be re-
leased at philatelic exhibitions at which the
UNPA-NY was present, such as the Pacific
Explorer exhibition in Sydney, Australia,
which took place April 21st-24th. In the past
the release of such special event sheets at
Hong Kong and Essen were not announced
in advance. After the fact a limited number
of the Essen sheets (but not the Hong Kong
sheets) were on sale at UNPA stamps in
Sacramento, Los Angeles and probably other
stamp shows in the U.S. It was also on sale
at UNNY until the end of 2004.

In the January issue of the Philatelic
Bulletin it was announced that the UNPA
had signed a contract with the World Asso-
ciation of former United Nations Intems and
Fellows, Inc. (WAFUNIF) on August 2004
to produce personalized stamp sheets featur-
ing images of famous athletes associated
with WAFUNIF and would in turn allow
WAFUNIF to sell personalized stamps. The
announcement was accompanied by a pre-
liminary design of a twenty stamp personal-
ized sheet with the photograph of a soccer
player featured on the labels. The title of the
sheet is “Futbol 4 Peace”. No date has been
announced vet for the release of such an
item. According to the announcement WA-
FUNIF has served the UN for over
twenty-five years as the sole alumni organi-
zation for interns and fellows within the en-
tire UN system, with members in 148 coun-
tries. It also serves as an official United Na-
tions Peace Messenger.

The current 2005 Program of I[ssues also
anticipates the release of at least one new
sheet of personalized stamps on the theme of
“Season’s Greetings” on or about the day of
issue of the last scheduled 2005 stamp on
October 27th.
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NATURE'S WISDOM

On April 21st the UNPA issued six comme-
morative stamps and a souvenir card on the
theme “Nature's Wisdom™ honoring the 2005
World Exposition, being held from March 25th
through September 25th in Aichi, Japan.

The Expo aims lo promote the sustainable
coexistence of humanity and nature by sharing
wisdom. By bringing together the peoples of
the world and holding exchanges among them,
the Expo will foster a debate over possible so-
lutions to the common problems confronting
humanity in the twenty-first century and devise
and propose models for a global society.

In May 2001, the Secretary-General ac-
cepted an invitation by Japan to participate in
the 2005 World Exposition. The United Ma-
tions Educational, Scientific and Cultural Or-
ganization (UNESCO) was invited to serve as
the lead agency for the organization of the joint
United Nations pavilion at the event.

Within the framework of the theme “Na-
ture’s Wisdom™, the focus of the United Na-
tions pavilion is “Celebrating Diversity”™, draw-
ing on both cultural and natural diversity and
their interdependence. The UN and its agen-
cies, funds and programs are responsible for a
wide range of issues, from outer space to the
seabed, from the prevention of wars and disease
to the promotion of universal human rights.
The UN is also the repository of important legal
instruments for the protection of people and
their environment. A unique feature of the
United Nations pavilion is the interrelationship
of those issues with nature at both local and
global levels. Exhibits, program activities and
special events reflect the theme of diversity in
ways which complement the overall goal of
promoting understanding and awareness of the
importance of diversity in our lives and the
need to preserve global common goods.

The designs are prize-winning photographs
from past competitions of the “Focus on Your
World™ United Nations Environment Program
(UNEP) International Photographic competition
on the Environment, sponsored by Canon, Inc.
The 37¢ stamp entitled “lce-Climber, Norway™
is credited to Vasstrand/UNEP/ Still Pictures.

The §.f. 1,00 stamp shows “Children collecting
water during drought, India” taken by A. Isho-
kon/UNEP/Still Pictures.

The S.f. 1,30 stamp shows “Starfish, Bahamas™
15 credited to J. Croop/UNEP/Still Pictures.

The € 0.55 stamp shows a “Desert Landscape,
China™ taken by W. WwUNEP/Still Pictures.
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2005 UNITED NATIONS STAMP PROGRAM

(As of May 1, 2005 but subjeet to changes of date of issue and denomination.)
Sec the UNPA World Wide Web Site at <http://www.un.org/Depts/UNPA>

February 4 Cclebrating the Sixtieth Anniversary of the UN
80¢, F.s. 1,30, €0,55
(3 Sheets of 20 stamps)
Souvenir Sheets $1.00, F.s. 3,00, €2,10
Vienna Definitive (Hologram)
€075
(1 sheet of 20 stamps)

March 3 Endangered Species (Orchids)

37¢.F.s. 1,00, €055
(3 Sheets of 16 stamps with 4 blocks of 4 se-tenant stamps.)
Set of 3 maximum cards and 2005 Endangered Species Annual Collection Folder
FDC with Silk Cachet
Personalized International Stamps

1 sheet of 10 stamps (@ 80¢ for $14.95

Personalized Student Sheet
1 sheet of ten canceled stamps @ 37¢ for $4.95

April 21 Nature’s Wisdom
37¢, 80¢, F.s. 1,00, F.s. 1,30, €0,55, €0,75
(6 sheets of 20 stamps)
Souvenir Card

June3 International Year of Sports (Joint issue with Swiss Post)
37¢, 70¢. F.s. 1,00, F.s. 1,30, € 0.55, €1.10
(6 sheets of 20 stamps)

August 4 World Heritage - Egypt
37¢, 80¢, F.s. 1,00, F.s. 1,30, € 0,55, €075
(6 Sheets of 20 stamps)
{3 Prestige Booklets with 12x(23¢, 37¢, F.s. 0,20, F.s. 0,50, € 0,25, € 0,30 )}

September21 My Dream for Peace One Day (2nd series out of 3)
37¢, 80¢. F.s. 1,00, F.s. 1,30, € 0,55, €1,00
(6 sheets of 20 stamps)

October 27 World Food Day (October 16th)
37¢. 80¢, F.5. 1,00, F.s. 1,30,€0,55,€ 1,25
(6 sheets of 20 stamps)
Personalized Stamps (Seasons Greetings)
2005 Annual Collection Folders (New York, Geneva, Vienna)

2005 SLOGAN CANCELLATIONS

January 3 Sixty Years of Building Foundations for Lasting Peace
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THE ORIGINS OF THE FAO AND THE 1943 UNITED NATIONS
CONFERENCE ON FOOD AND AGRICULTURE IN HOT SPRINGS

Hichard Powers

Fifty vears ago the lalian Post Office 15-
sued two stamps honoring the origins of the
United Nations Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization (F.A.0.). An FDC of the 60 L
stamp on F.A.O, service stationery appears
in Figure 1. The stamp (Scott #699) com-
memorates the tenth anniversary of the
founding of the F.A.O. in 1945, It pictures
F.A.O. headquarters in Rome on the Viale
delle Termi de Caracalla. Figure 2 contains a
detail of the stamp and cancel dated Novem-
ber 3, 1955. The cancel is that of the post
office localed at the headquarters, and reads
Rome 64 (F.A.Q.) The cancel slogan marks
October 16, 1953 as the tenth birthday of the
F.A.O., which would correspond to the
opening day of the first F.A.O. Conlerence
in Quebec, Canada in 1945, The day of
issuc was the eve ol the opening day of the
eighth F.A.O. Conference in Rome on No-
vember 4, 1955,

Figure 2: 1955 L 30 Italian commemorative
stamp honoring 10th anniversary of F.ALO.

On the same day a L. 25 stamp honoring
the fifticth anniversary of the founding of
the International Institute of Agriculture
(LLA)) in 1905 in Rome. Figure 3 shows
the stamp (Scotl #698) with a similar cancel.

It is interesting to note that this year
marks the 60th anniversary of F.A.O. and
the 100th anniversary of the LLA., which is
rightfully considered to be the forerunner of
the F.A.O., due to the close collaboration be-
tween the League of Nations and the LLA.
before World War II and the transfer of
LLA. assets to the F.A.O. after the War.

The LLA. had been set up in Rome by the

convention of June 7, 1905 primarily for the
international collection of crop information
and scientific research. By 1934 sev-
enty-four nations and administrations had
become parties to the convention. Since
1922 the LLA. collaborated with the Inter-
national Labor Organization (I1.1..0.) through
the Advisory Council on Agriculture. By
1932 the League of Nations Council adopted
a resolution declaring that the LLA. was
deemed best qualified “to act as the
League’s advisory organ in agricultural
maiters™.
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Figure 3: 1955 L 25 Ttalian commemorative
stamp honoring the L.I.A.50th anniversary.

Figure 4 shows a service cover [rom the
LIA. dated November 8, 1928. Note that it
also had a special postmark with the legend:
[stil Int’® Agricoltura (Rome 64). A detail
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Figure 4: 1928 service cover from the LLA.
in Rome to Leningrad.
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Figure 1: 1955 F.A.O. service stationery bearing 10th Anniversary stamp honoring the F.A.O. on
the day ol issue tied by the special [(th Anniversary slogan cancel of the F.A.O. post office in
Rome.
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Figure 8: 1948 F.A.O. service cover from the Temporary Bureau in Europe with the Rome 64
cancel of the International Institute of Agriculture.
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of the postmark appears in Figure 5. The in-
ternational character of this organization is
denoted by the fact that the corner card is in
French: Institut International 4’ Agriculture.

Figure 5: 1928 LI A. postmark.

The transition from LLA. to F.A.O. can
be seen on the 1947(7) cover in Figure 6
which uses LLA stationery with a hand-
stamped correcting legend: Burecau de la
F.A.O. 2 Rome. The cover also bears the
postmark of the LI.A. A detail of the corner
card appears in Figure 7. Note that the ad-
dress is the Villa Umberto 1.

at the Rome 64 still had the legend of the
LLA. But by this time the F.A.O. was no
longer using L.1A. stationery.

g L

Figure 7: Detail of corner card in Figure 6.

The Gaines Catalog (page 1443) reporls
that the first cancel explicitly naming the
F.A.Q. in the legend of the Rome 64 cancel
has been observed in April 1949. The can-
cel indicates the location was the Villa
Borghese at this time and has been observed
September 1950. Figure 9 shows a F.A.O,
service cover with the comer card of the pre-
sent-day Headquarters of the F.A.O. but still
using the Villa Borghese cancel as late as
March 21, 1951. A detail of this cancel ap-
pears in Figure 10 below.

Figure 6: Transition service cover of the
Rome office of the F.A.O. on LLA.
stationery to Geneva,

Initially F.A.O. Headquarters was estab-

lished in Washington, D.C. Figure 8 shows

a F.A.Q. cover postmarked March 11, 1948

giving the Rome office as the Temporary
Bureau in Europe. Al this time the postmark

Figure 10: Detail of 1951 Rome 64 F.A.O. -
Villa Borghese cancel used in Figure 9.

In 1951 the F.A.O. Rome office became
the Headquarters, replacing the Washington
office, which had served as such since 1945,
At this time the F.A.O. moved into its cur-
rent Headquarters on the Viale Terme de
Caracalla, the address shown on the covers
in Figures 1 and 9. Gaines records the carli-
est use of a Rome 64 cancel with this ad-
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Figure 9: Late (1951) use of the Rome 64 F.A.O. - Villa Borghese cancel on stationery of the
present F.A 0. Headquarters in Rome.

] TR T TR T e e

fa | .-'-,‘f= P o g e |.-|H L

Figure 11: Cover mailed from Washington, D.C. on September 21, 1944 on service stationery of
the United Nations Conference on Food and Agriculture, which took place in May and June
1943 in Hot Springs, Virginia.
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Figure 12: Detail of the printed corner card of the above cover.
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dress as April 7, 1951. Thus it is likely that
the cover in Figure 9 was mailed during a
transition time when part of the staff was
still at the Villa Borghese (as evidenced by
the cancel) but stationery had already been
produced for the new Headquarters.

1943 UN Conference in Hot Springs

The fact that the Italian Post Office sets
the 1945 Quebec Conference as the begin-
ning of the F.A.O. is not in agreement with
history as presented by the F.ALO. itsell. On
the occasion of the twentieth anniversary of
the Hot Springs conference, a plaque was
dedicated at F.A.O. Headquarters (see web-
site: www.fao.org/docrep). A second plaque
commemorates the Quebec conference at
which representatives of the United Nations
met to sign the Constitution of the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Na-
tions and to hold its First Session. These two
plaques are installed in the F.A.O. Rome on
either side of the tablet containing the Pre-
amble to the Constitution of the F.A.O.

The F.A.Q. actually originated at a con-
ference called by President Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt to take place from May 18 through
June 3. 1943 at the Homestead in Hot
Springs. Virginia. The thirty-four nations
present established the United Nations
Interim Commission on Food and Agricul-
ture. The Allies recognized the need for
global cooperation to end the scourge of
hunger. The Canadian ambassador to the
United States Lester Pearson was elected
chairman of this Interim Commission, which
was sct up to prepare plans and to draw up a
Constitution for the permanent organization.
(See website: www.info.dfat.au/info/histori-
cal). Mr. Pearson received the Nobel Peace
Prize (scc website: nobelprize.org/peace/
laurcates/1957). Cited in the accompanying
proclamation as outstanding accomplish-
ments in the name of peace, were Mr. Pear-
son’s work helping to organize the F.ALO.

and the United Nations Relief and Rehabili-
tation Administration (UNRRA).

The work on the constitution was com-
pleted by September 1944 and distributed to
the participating nations for approval. It
became operative upon receipt ol twenty ac-
ceptances. The First Session of the F.ALO,
opened on October 16, 1945 in Quebec.,

Documenting philatelically this portion of
F.A.O. history has been challenging. Re-
cently T came across a cover (Figure 11)
mailed in Washington by Aaron Blumberg
September 21, 1944 to a relative(?) at the
Mt. Wilson Observatory Office in Sacra-
mento, California. The envelope bears the
corner card of the Hot Springs conference,
which had taken place fifteen months carlier.
This is the first cover, that I have seen, using
stationery from this conference. A detail of
the corner card appears in Figure 12. The
letter seems to be personal, judging from
the fact that the Conference reference has
been neatly crossed out. But it would not be
surprising if the sender had been working
with the F.A.O. Interim Commission in
Washington, which was also the site of the
UNRRA, which had been created in No-
vember 1943. Presumably only personnel
associated with the “United Nations™ would
have had access to such stationery.

In closing, the author cannot hide hs
amusement over the fact that the letter never
found its intended recipient as indicated by
several “Return to Sender” notations. As a
long term resident of Pasadena, California, |
can confidently state that the Mt Wilson
Observatory Office is not in Sacramento,
but is in Pasadena. And that office still ex-
ists at 813 Santa Barbara Street. Maybe |
should drop by the Mt Wilson Observatory
Office to inquire whether any other corre-
spondence with interesting corner cards
from Mr. Blumberg managed to arrive and is
waiting to be rescued in the name of phila-
telic research.
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PC1J SOUVENIR CARDS

By Richard Powers
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Figure 1: PCIJ Souvenir Cards XIII, XIV and XV Canceled on the Opening Day of the 1934
Universal Postal Union Congress in Cairo.

On January 15, 1934 the PTT of the
Netherlands began providing stamps for the
exclusive use of the Permanent Court of In-
ternational Justice (PCIJ), whose successor
today is known as the International Court of
Justice (ICJ). The PTT produced six sur-
charged stamps known as Scott #09-14.
These stamps were available to the public
only in canceled form.

On the occasion of the opening session
(February 1, 1934) of the Tenth Congress of
the Universal Postal Union (UPU) the Dele-
gation of the Netherlands offered souvenir
cards bearing the six stamps in blocks of
four to the delegates of the Congress can-
celed with the postmark the Hague, the site
of the Peace Palace, which houses the ICJ.
These three cards numbered XIII, XIV and
XV appear in Figure 1.

It is interesting to note that the Gaines
Catalog displays (page 1367) a card num-
bered X. which bears single copies of
09-011. O13-15 canceled in 1938-9. Note

that at this time the 015 had replaced Q12 as
the 12} cent stamp in use. O15 had been
released in early 1938 presumably in com-
pliance to complaints by the German gov-
ernment that the design of (012 with a peace
dove surrounded by a Star of David was of-
fensive.

I would like to know if anyone has seen a
Card X with a set of singles including O12
instead of O15 canceled in 1934, The fact
that the Card X text mentions the Permanent
Court of International Justice and the fact
that one would expect Card X to be issued
no later than Cards XIII, XTIV and XV sug-
gest that Card X might also have been avail-
able at the UPU Congress. The only objec-
tion to this hypothesis is that Q12 is bigger
than all the other stamps and would not have
fit as well in the frame printed on the card.
Has anyone seen Card X with 0127 And for
that matter what about Cards XI and XII?
Please drop the author a line either by e-mail
or by regular mail with any information.
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PHILATELICALLY YOURS FROM VIENNA: 2003 - 2004

By Richard Powers

On January 28, 2005 [ received a ship-
ment of special covers with “Sonderstem-
pel” (special cancellations) on specially pre-
pared cacheted envelopes issued by the
United Nations Postal Administration (UUN-
PA) in Vienna during the previous twelve
months. These included special items issued
between November 20, 2003 and November
7, 2004, This year’s shipment of six covers
cost $13.77 plus a $2.50 mailing fee. for
which 1 received € 2,10 in CTO-canceled
UNVienna stamps with first day cancels.
Below is a summary of the covers which I
received.

The 2003 Senior Fair (for everybody over
50) was held at the Vienma Fairrgrounds
from November 20th through the 23rd. The
UNPA prepared a special cancel for the
opening day of the Fair showing three
seniors in a horse-drawn carriage, a design
which is repeated in the cachet. The cover
(Figure 1) bears a € 0,51 2003 Toco toucan
Endangered Species stamp (Scott A331) and
a € 0,04 definitive (A335).

(A303) and € 0,04 (A335) postmarked with
a special cancel depicting the Fisherman
Fountain in this largest city in the wine
region. The cachet shows a map of the
Lower Austria (Niederdsterreich) region.

Figure 2: Cover honoring the 12th Stamp
Show in Stockerau, Niederdsterreich.

On December 7, 2003 the UNPA 1ssued
a commemorative cover for Numiphil 2003
in Vienna. The show was in Hiibners
Kursalon in the Stadtpark. The cover bears
a special [IN-Vienna cancel which features a
violin and ties the 2003 € 0,75 UNPA
International Year of Freshwater stamp
(Scott A334). This musical theme is echoed
with a statue of Johann Strauss, Jr. in the
cachet of the cover. (Figure 3).

Figure |: Seniormesse 2003 cover.

The UNPA Vienna was invited to par-
ticipate in the 12th Dealer and Collector
Meeting in Stockerau. Niederdsterreich on
November 30, 2003. It prepared a special
cover bearing two definitives: € 0.51

Figure 3: Numiphil 2003 cover.
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The 2004 Senior Aktuell was held at the
Vienna Stadthalle from March 16th through
the 19th. The UNPA prepared a special
cancel for the opening day of the Fair
showing a senior going fishing with a small
child, a design which is repeated in the ca-
chet. The cover (Figure 4) bears a € 0,55
2004 cervus eldi Endangered Species stamp
(Scott A343).

wine growing in this region.
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Figure 5: Cover honoring the Stamp Swap
Day organized by the Ebreichsdorf Stamp
Club in Unterwaltersdorf.

Figure 4: Senior Aktuell 2004 cover.

The UNPA in Vienna was invited to set
up a special post office in Ebreichs-
dorf/Unterwaltersdorf, Austria on September
26, 2004, The Ebreichsdorf Stamp Collec-
tors’ Association organized a stamp swap
day. A special cover (Figure 5) has a special
cancel portraying the local heritage museum
(Heimatmuseum). The cachet features an
historical view of Unterwaltersdorf. The
cover bears the € 0,55 2004 World Heritage
- Greece commemorative (A349).

The UNPA was invited to participate in
the 14th Dealer and Collector Meeting in
Stockerau, Niederdsterreich on November
7. 2004 at the Volksheim. It prepared a
special cover (Figure 6) bearing the € 0,55
Road Safety commemorative (A347) post-
marked with a special cancel depicting a lo-
comotive and a car in a reference to Stock-
erau’s role as a regional transportation cen-
ter. The cachet shows a map of the Lower
Austria region and portrays the extensive

Figure 6: Cover honoring the 14th Dealer
and Collector Show in Stockerau,
Niederosterreich.

Mone of the above covers were available
from the UNPA in New York. The only
way to purchase them is to order each item
in advance or to set up a customer account
for Sonderstempel items. The account can
be set up by sending a check (1J.S. checks
arc welcome) or by paying with a credit card
(Visa or Mastercard) to the following ad-
dress:

UNPA - Europe
P.O.Box 900
A-1400 Vienna - United Nations
Austria.
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ITU CONFERENCE DISCOVERIES

By B. Clement, Jr.

Two discoveries have been made for
CCIR Conferences. The CCIR 1s the Inter-
national Radio Consultative Commuttee,
which was an organ of the International
Telecommunications Union (ITU) from
1929 to 1993. In 1993 all of the consultative
committees of the ITU were replaced as part
of a reorganization.

The first item is a cover from a meeting
of CCIR Study Groups V, VI, VII and VII,
held in Boulder, Colorado July 9 to August
7. 1968 at the University of Colorado. This
cover with a special corner card for the
meeting is shown in Figure 1. The cover is
postmarked July 27, 1968 and sent to the
ITU in Geneva, Swilzerland. Figure 2
shows a detail of the conference corner card
which bears the logos of the I'TU and the
conference itself.

IHTRRANATONAL FATHO ComBLTATIVE COMMTIEED

5 =v:;‘;:-_ SRl CORAEENT AHI LR AT AL Do EATIUOT AT 4 fir ;’
&-ﬂ P ity CoRdl Frs e rtons - B BARGCEHRRCat i[5 5
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& ;
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BOHADNE, SENNAD - Rl

Figure 2: Detail of the corner card of the
cover in Figure 1 from the 1968 meeting of
the CCIR Study Groups V, VI, VII and VIII

at the University of Colorado in Boulder.

Study Group V was for “Propagation in
non-ionized media”; Group VI was for
“Propagation in ionized media” (such as the
ionosphere); Group VII was for “Standard
Frequencies and Time Signals™ and Group
VIIT was for “Mobile, Radiodetermination
and Amateur Services”.

The second item is an unaddressed cover
from the Eleventh Plenary Assembly of the
CCIR, held in Oslo, Norway June 22 to July
22, 1966. This cover, shown in Figure 3,
has a special corner card for the assembly

and a special assembly cancel. This confer-
ence is listed in Gaines as item 1966/1 on
page 1242. The cancel is listed but the cor-
ner card was previously unknown. Both the
cancel and comer card show a logo for the
assembly featuring a Viking boat. (Editor’s
Note: The two stamps tied to the cover by
the special cancel are Scout # 471-2, which
were issued in honor of the centenary of the
ITU.)

There was an earlier CCIR Assembly
held in the United States. The Ninth CCIR
Plenary Assembly was held in Los Angeles,
California April 2 to 26, 1959 at the
Biltmore Hotel. Figure 4 shows a cover
from that assembly with a special cancel and
corner card. The corner card shows the logo
for the assembly, which features a movie
camera.

o

Figure 4: 1959 conference cover from the
Ninth CCIR Assembly in Los Angeles.

A future UNP Monograph will attempt to
document all such postal history for confer-
ences and meetings of the United Nations,
its agencies and its predecessors. If you
think you have something that is undocu-
mented, please let me know about 1t.
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UN SOUVENIRS FROM THE AMERICAN AIR MAIL SOCIETY

By Richard Powers

Among my own preferences for the
United Nations-related material 1 collect is

the requirement that the item be a product of

the United Nations Postal Administration
(UUNPA) and/or a related UN agency. Hence
I tend to avoid commercially produced
items, no matter how attractive they are. |
have made an exception ol Artcraft first day
covers because the cachet engravings are at-
tractive and Artcraft services covers for the
World Heritage stamps lound in prestige
booklets whereas the UNPA does not.

Occasionally [ come across UN-related
philatelic items that have been prepared by
philatelic societies. In general 1 avoid col-
lecting these but occasionally I find material
that is so attractive and interesting that |
make an cxception. | include the souvenir
booklets prepared by the American Air Mail
Society (AAMS) in the later category.
These are not listed in Gaines. Occasionally
they are so well-done that it is difficult to
distinguish them from official UNPA prod-
ucts. T would like to share some of the items
that T have come across down through the
years.

The first item | am familiar with involves
the first UN air letter sheet (Scott UNNY
#UC-1), which the UNPA issued on August
29, 1952. The AAMS arranged [or [irst day
canceled air letters to be flown on a special
flight to its Convention meeting in Norfolk,
Virginia. The covers were backstamped with
the receiving cancel of the American Air
Mail Society Convention Sta{tion) in Nor-
folk that afternoon. These first day covers
bear a special red cachet commemorating the
flight and appear in Figure 1.

Five years later the UNPA released its
next airmail items on May 27, 1957: a 4¢
postage stamp (UNNY #C5) for use on do-
mestic airmail cards and a 4¢ airmail postal
card (UNNY # UXC-1). The AAMS pre-

pared an attractive souvenir booklet contain-
ing a three-page history of United Nations
airmail postage stamps and stationery. The
cover of this booklet appears in Figure 2. It
contains an MI6 block of the stamps and a
first day canceled postal card.

On the occasion of its 34th Annual Con-
vention in New York City, the AAMS
co-hosted a special first day ceremony with
the UNPA in the UUN Trusteeship Chamber.
The cover of the ceremony program appears
in Figure 3.
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SR #LRG Crnrarbion Shallen
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Figure 1: AAMS souvenir air letter sheet of
its 1952 Convention Flight to Norfolk from
the UNNY.

On February 9, 1959 the UNPA i1ssued its
next two airmail stamps (UNNY #C6 and
C7). The AAMS issued a six-page souvenir
booklet, the cover of which appears in Fig-
ure 4. It contains MI16 blocks and bears the
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two stamps with a first day cancel on the
booklet cover. (Booklets also exist without
the first day cancel on the cover.)

Four years later on April 26, 1963 the
UNPA issued a 6¢ air mail postal card
(LUUNNY #UXC-4) and an 8¢ air mal
stamped envelope (UNNY #UC-6) both for
use for domestic air mail service within the
USA. The AAMS issued a four-page sou-
venir booklet.  The cover of this item ap-
pears in Figure 5. It contains both items
canceled on the first day ol issue.  The
ceremony took place during a special lunch-
con in the United Nations Delegates Dining
Room.

Amolds Terns, in lus catalogue entitled
Terins United Nations Specialized catalog
published by Ternns Publications i New
York City about 1968, mentions (p. 163) a
similar souvenir brochure prepared by Acro
Philatelists, Inc. in 1963 on the occasion of
the release of three airmail stamps (UNNY
C8-C10): 6¢ for use on domestic post cards.
8¢ for use on domestic first class mail and
3¢ for use on international post cards.

The following vear on May 1, 1964 the
UNPA issued two air mail stamps: the 15¢
stamp (UNNY #CI1) primarily for interna-
tional air mail service to Europe and South
America; and the 25¢ stamp (UNNY #C12)
primarily for air mail service to Australia,
New Zealand and the Far East. The four-
page souvenir booklet produced by the
AAMS contains mint copies of the two
stamps and first day covers with a Geneva
cachet. The cover of the souvenir booklet
appears in Figure 6. The first day ceremony
ook place during a special luncheon in the
United Nations Delegates Dining Room,

I have scen on eBay a souvenir folder
prepared by the AAMS for the 13¢ ar letter
sheet (UUNNY #UC6) issued on May 31,
1968. The folder contains the air letter sheet
canceled on the day of issue. A portion of
the folder appears in Figure 7.

The following year the AAMS sponsored
the first day ceremony of the 10¢ airmail
stamp (UNNY #C14) for domestic airmail
use, which took place on the West Terrace
of the United Nations Delegates Dining Area
on April 21, 1969. The cover of the cere-
mony program appears in Figure 8.

Figure 7: Portion of the AAMS Souvenir
Rooklet for the 1968 air letter sheet 11C6H
(courtesy of eBay).

In 1977 the AAMS joined with the
[UNPA to host the first day ceremony for the
two airmail stamps (UNNY C22-C23): a
25¢ and a 31¢ denomination and a 22¢ air
letter sheet (UNNY UC-13) as well as three
non-airmail items: an 8¢ domestic postal
card UX-7 and two Swiss postal cards: 40
centimes {(domestic) (Geneva UX-3) and 70
centimes  (international)  (LIX-4). The
AAMS booklet issued for the occasion
(Figure 9) pictures all six items issued on
June 27, 1977 but only includes first day
covers of the three airmail items.

I suspect that the AAMS may have pro-
duced other souvenir booklets in conjunc-
tion with the appearance of UN airmail
stamps and/or stationery but have not come
across any others.  Information about other
souvenir booklets would be appreciated by
the author.
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Recently | came across a copy of the
newsletler produced by the Public Informa-
tion Office of the Trust Territory of the Pa-
cific Islands (TTPI). What initially attracted
me was the 1975 Pitney-Bowes meter can-
cellation from Saipan, Marshall Islands
(Figure 1). 1 was aware that this cancel was
produced during the period when the United
Stales was responsible for the United Na-
tions Trusteeship in Micronesia. (For the
record the machine has PB # 938862 and 1s
dated January 30, 1975, This now marks the
third machine used at the Office of the High
Commissioner in Saipan in addition to the
two identified in the Gaines Catalog, p.
1704A).

What makes this newsletter, entitled
Highlights. interesting is that it gives in-
sights into the operation of a mature trustee-
ship, which began in 1947 and which began
to produce “freshly baked” nations in 1975.
(Philatelic documentation of this trusteeship
era can be found in the August 1984 and
June 2001 issues of the Journal.)

By Richard Powers

At the beginning of 1975 the TTPI con-
sisted of six districls: Marianas, Marshalls,
Palau. Ponape, Truk and Yap. These were
administered by the Office of the High
Commissioner under the Secretary of the
Interior of the United States.

Regionally the TTPI was part of the
South Pacific Commission (SPC), which
was founded in 1947 under the Canberra
Agreement by the six “Participating Gov-
ernments” that administered territories in the
Pacific: Australia, France, New Zealand, the
Netherlands. the United Kingdom and the
United States of America. (see website:
www.spc.org.nc) Many of these administra-
tions were under United Nations trusteeship.
In 1949 the SPC Headquarters was trans-
ferred from temporary headquarters in Syd-
nev, Australia to Noumea in New Caledonia.

In 1951 the area served by SPC was ex-
panded to include Guam and the TIPI
(Micronesia). Figure 2 shows an SPC serv-
ice cover to Dr. K. C. Leebrick, the Alter-
nate Commissioner for the US on the SPC

HIEHLIBHTS
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Nigk (lusrrarn, Grmphvin ik
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TAUET TERRITORY of she PACIFIC ISLARDE ||
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Figure 1: 1975 Folded TTPI Newsletter mailed from Saipan.
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in Honolulu, Hawaii. The cover is posi-
marked July 31, 1952 in Noumea and bears
Scott New Caledonia 2x#279 and #291.

BY A1R. MATL
. PR ALTOM -

Figure 2: 1952 SPC service cover to the US
Alternate Commissioner of the SPC.

The cover in Figure 3 shows that this

address in Honolulu is actually the Office of

the High Commissioner for the TTPL. It
bears Scott #282 and #291 tied by Noumea
cancels dated November 5, 1952,

The most important article in the news-
letter 1s a three-page statement of  Secretar-
ial Order No. 2969, which transferred Public
Lands in the Trust Territory from the ad-
ministration of the United States Govern-

ment to local district control. This was un-
doubtedly an effort to smooth the way to in-
depence. Today the six districts have be-
come four more or less aulonomous na-
tions: Federated States of Micronesia
(compact of free association with the
U.S.A.), the Marshall Islands (republic),
Northern Mariana Islands (commonwealth),
Palau (republic).

One of the amusing items in the newslet-
ter 15 the announcement that the SPC is
looking for a new name. It was felt that the
original name “South Pacific Commission™
did not adequately describe the geographical
scope of the Pacific Islands represented by
the Commission. For instance, the TTPI and
Guam were members of the Commission but
lie north of the Equator and were not part of
the South Pacific area. At the fourteenth
South Pacific Conference in September 1974
in Rarotonga it was decided to hold a re-
gionwide contest to find a new name for the
SPC. It took twenty-four years but finally
the SPC officially changed its name from
South Pacific Commission to the Secretariat
of the Pacific Community. Note that this
new name has the same acronym: SPC.

SOUTH PACIFIC COMMISSHON
MOUMESA. NEW CALFEDONIA

H
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Figure 3: 1952 SPC service cover to the Office of the High Commissioner of the TTPI in
Honolulu, Hawaii.
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UNP Special Auction#1-Jack Mayer Collection Gems
Closing Date: July 22, 2005
Send Bids to Auction Chairman: B. Clement, Jr.
PO Box 146, Momisville. PA 19067-0146
e-mail: belemjr{@yahoo.com (Indicate “UNP Auction Bids” in e-mail header)
Color images are available by e-mail.

UPU Congress
(Gaines p. 1189-1194)
1. Washington 1897, Congress postmark C 5.1
on small unmailed card MB $25
2. Washington 1897, Small 1¢ envelope over-
printed “Umiversal Postal Congress”, VF, MB
£30
3. Stockholm 1924, Official post card #1 with
Congress cancel C8.1, MB $40
4. Stockholm 1924, Official post card #5 with
Congress cancel C8.2, 8/16/24, MB $50
5. Stockholm 1924, Official post card #1 with
Congress cancel C8.3 & aux. cachet. MB $30
6. London 1929, Plain cover w/pairs of 4
Congress stamps, cancel C9.1 and Registry
label C9/RM.1, MB $80
7. Cairo 1934, Congress CC cover. crease &
wrinkles, Congress stamps. cancels C10.1 and
C10.1A, MB $50
8. Buenos Aires 1939. Congress CC cover 1o
Netherlands, Congress stamps, cancel C11.1,
MB $40
9. Paris 1947, Small cover with Congress ma-
chine cancel C12.1. MB $40
10. Paris 1947, Congress CC cover to Swit-
zerland, Congress stamps, cancel C12.3, MB
$25
11. Ottawa 1957, Congress CC cover to Swit-
zerland, Congress stamps, cancel C14.1, MB
$40
League of Nations
(Gaines p. 1001-1028)

12. Small cover with CC of League High Com-
missioner for Refugees, Paris, 1934, MB $30
13. Registered CC cover from Lebanon, SdN
Establissement des Assyriens, 1937, MB $150
14. First Assembly, cancel A.2, plain mailed
cover. MB $100
15, Small cover with CC of International Union
of League of Nations Associations. Brussels,
1930, MB $25
16. U.S.Senate [ree franked cover. 1919 League

of Nations speech, incl. contents, MB $25
17. SAN 2065-8, overprinted Specimen, VT,
MB $100
18. SdN 2047-60, overprinted Specimen, VF,
MB $200
International Labor Organization
(Gaines p.1031-74)
19. ILO Governing Body. Brussels 1930, Set of
black proof impressions of 3 Belgian stamps,
RARE, MB $200
20. 10th Intnational Labor Conference, 1927,
Large conference CC cover (bending crease),
conference cancel and imprint, MB $35
21. 11th International Labor Conference 1928,
Small conference CC cover, airmail to
Copenhagen, conference cancel, MB $60
22, #10 ILO-Geneva CC cover with meter
469/1 and Geneva cancel, 1926, MB $30
23. Small ILO CC cover with meter 469/2B,
1936, MB $25
24, ILO Headquarters in Montreal, #10 cover
with [LO-Montreal CC, to US, Registered,
1942, MB $60
25. BIT 3049-52, overprinted Specimen, VF,
MB 100
26. Small cover with Dispatching mark of
[LO-New Delhi to ILO-Montreal, 1945, Cen-
sored, small tear. Min $15
27. Small censored cover with CC and ILO-
Caracas origin cachet to ILO-Montreal, MB$25
28. BIT 3033-36. overprinted Specimen, VE,
MB $100
World Intellectual Property Org (WIPO)
(Gaines p. 1409-12)
29. WIPO Forerunner, Small BIRPI CC cover,
Registered, Bern, 1913, small tear, MB $25
30. WIPO Forerunner. Small BIRPI CC cover
(front only), Registered, 1930, two meter im-
pressions, MB $25
UNESCO
(Gaines p. 1311-1349)
31. Deluxe Proof of France#572,1946, MBS100
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32. France 201-5, Imperforates, MIB $50
33. France 204-5, Deluxe Proofs, MB $50
34. France 206-8, Deluxe Proofs, MB $50
35. France 209-11, Collective Proof, MB $100
36. Small UNESCO CC cover, missing corner,
meter SC0865/2, 1947, MB $40
United Nations at Lake Success, NY
(Gaines p. 940-54)
37. Small UN Lake Success CC cover with
cancel LS/C.1, 1946, minor crease, MB $25
38. Small UN Lake Success CC airmail cover
with cancel LS/C.1, MB $30
39. #10 UN Lake Success CC cover, small tape
stain, Great Neck meter PB 113436 /Slogan 1.
9/20/46 (Last Day), Dispatching Mark
LS/REG-3 on back, MB $200
40, #10 UN Appeal for Children CC cover,
1948, Lake Success meter PB 126118/Slogan
1V, MB $100
41, #10 UN Lake Success CC cover, 1948 Lake
Success meter PB 126118/Slogan 11, MB 350
42_#10 UN Lake Success CC cover, 1950 Lake
Success meter PB 126118/Slogan V,MB $25
United Nations London 1945 Slogan
(Gaines p. 935-9)
43. First Day, Dec 1, 1945, Chiswick, small
cover, MB $35
44 Cut squares from 49 different offices, MB
$45
45. Five nice covers from London S.W.l
GA/C1.1 A, B, F & G, and GA/C1.2 5. W.1 1n
triangle, MB §45
General Assemblies, Paris 1948 and 1951
{Gaines p. 975-87)
46.1948 Asscmbly, #10 UN-Pans CC cover.
meter GO887, minor fold. nicks, MB $125
47.1951 Assembly, #10 UN-Paris Office of SG
CC, meter G4471, minor tears and wrinkles,
MB $125
48. 1951 Assembly, #10 UN-Pans CC. C2b
hand cancel, Nice, MB $30
49. 1948 Assembly. Collective Sheetlet PR-8,
VE, MB 5200
UNNY Slogan Cancels Dater Errors
(Gaines p. 551-360)

50. Twenty errors (year at top) on cover,
1952-92, MB §15
51. Fourteen errors (year in middle)1954-97, on
cover, MB $10
52. Eleven errors (some of numbers or letters
inverted), 1953-97, on cover, MB $8
53. Eleven errors (entire dater inverted).
1954-99, on cover, MB $12
UN-New York Meters
(Gaines p. 601-607)
54. PB1/Slogan 1. on Pitney-Bowes cover, MB
$20
55. PB2/Slogan 1. on unmailed UNNY CC
cover, MB §15
56. PB4/Slogan 1. on unmailed UNNY CC
cover, MB §15
57. PB4/Slogan 4, on service cover, small tear,
MB 520
58. PB4/Slogan 11 a) with SEC 34.63(e), on
#10 service cover, MB $20
UNNY Air Postal Cards
(Gaines p. 321-2)
59. UXC1 a) Printers Sample, punched BNAB
CO. MB §50
60. UXC2 b) i. Double surcharge, MB $25
61. UXC2 b) ii. Double surcharge, MB $25
62. UXC2 b) iii. Double surcharge, MB $25
63. UXC2 b) iv. Double surcharge, MB $25
64. UXC2 b) v. Inverted surcharge, MB $25
65. UXC2 b) vi. Inverted surcharge, lower left,
MB $25
66. UXC2 ¢) Full offset on back, MB $25

WFUNA Lithographs, Mint
(Gaines 901-904)
67. ICAQ 1978, Ole Hamann, MB $100
68. Refugees 1984, Hans Erni, MB $200

UNNY Stamp Specimens
(Gaines p. 21-30.2)
69. UN Day #12 American Banknote Speci-
men. MB $50
70. ICAQ #32 Waterlow & Sons Specimen
pair, MB $40
71. UNESCO #33 Waterlow & Sons Specimen
pair, MB $40

24 THE JOURNAL OF UNITED NATIONS PHILATELISTS Vol. 29 #3 JUNE 2005




Chapters of the UNPI

Midwest UN Collectors meets intermittently
at shows in lowa, Kansas, Nebraska. Contact:
Dorothy Green, 2200 36th St., Des Moines, [A
50310 or dotgreen@worldnet .att.net

UN Collectors of Chicagoland meets the sec-
ond Monday of the month except in July and
August at Stamp King, 7139 West Higgins Rd..
Chicago. lllinois. Contact: Dr. Ben Ramkis-
soon, 3011White Oak Lane, Oak Brook, IL
60523-2513.

The Western Arm meets intermittently at San
Francisco Bay area shows. Contact: Alex Ber-
eson, 18 Portola Drive, San Francisco, CA
94131-1518

Mid-Atlantic UN Collectors Club meets at
shows in the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic re-
gions. Contact: Greg Gallettn, MAUNCC, P.O.
Box 466, Mt. Airy, MD 21771-0466

Member Advertisements

In search of: UNNY acrogrammes used (with
postmark and message inside), UNNY Special
Delivery and COD covers, UNPA Geneva
cachets from the 1966, 1967, 1972 Mobhile
Lixhibitions. Please contact: J.L.Emmenegger,
P.0O.Box 110, CH-1009 Pully, Switzerland.

Prices for Advertisements

1 page (6%2"%9") - $40
Y page - $20
Run an ad in five consccutive issues, get the
sixth one free. Please make check payable to
the United Nations Philatelists, Inc. and mail it
with the photo-ready copy to the Editor.

Journal Deadlines

The deadline for submission of matenal for
publication is the first day of the month pre-
ceding the issue month. The deadline for the
August issue is July Ist.

UNPI Officers and Board of Directors
July 1, 2004-June 30, 2006

President: Anthony Dewey
157 Warrenton Ave., Hartford, CT 06105-3931
e-mail: afdewey@aol.com

Vice President: Greg Galletti
P.0O. Box 466, Mt. Airy, MD 21771-0466
e-mail: info{@unstampz.com
Blanton Clement, Ir.

P.0.Box 146, Morrisville, PA 19067
e-mail: belemjrialyahoo.com

Jim Matyasovich

712 Meadowbrook Avenue

Orange, CA92865- 1322

¢-mail: jimmaty(@socal.rr.com
Director: Fran Adams
P.0O.Box 420308, San Diego, CA 92142
e-mail: fran{@iranadams.com

Larry Fillion

18 Arlington St.. Acton, MA 01720
e-mail: malariastamps(@yahoo.com
Richard Powers

2445 East Del Mar Boulevard, #422
Pasadena. CA 91107-4871

e-mail: rjpowers(@earthlink.net
Brian Reiser

7505 Democracy Boulevard, #439
Bethesda, MD 20817

e-mail: thebego@aol.com

Secretary:

Treasurer:

Director:

Director:

Director:

Committee Chairmen

Archivist Anthony Dewey
157 Warrenton Ave., Hartford, CT 06105-3931
e-mail: aldewey(@aol.com

Auctions Alex Bereson
18 Portola Dr., San Francisco CA 94131-1518
e-mail: bereson@comcast.net

Exhibits Anthony Dewey
157 Warrenton Ave., Hartford. CT 06105-3931
e-mail: afdewey(@aol.com

Home Page Editor Dennis Hamilton
P. O. Box 812785, Wellesley, MA 02181-0025
g-mail: hamilton dennis@hotmail.com
Publicity Steven Scheibner
16-70 Bell Blvd, #219,Bayside, NY 11360
e-mail: unmaven{@aol.com
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