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MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR

The Complete U.N. Stamp Program for 2003

The United Nations Postal Administration
(UNPA) has released a preview of its stamp
program for 2003. A detailed listing appears
on the page following this message.

Two unusual offerings have been prom-
ised. On May 23rd on the occasion of the
appearance of a series of six stamps and
three souvenir sheets in honor of the Inter-
national Year of Freshwater, the UNPA
plans to releasc a special joint issue with
Switzerland. As of yet no details have ap-
peared but | presume the UNPA plans to
rclease something similar to the folder is-
sued in cooperation with Posteitaliane in
2002. The four joint FDCs contained in this
folder appear on page 4 of this issue of the
Journal.

The other unusual items are so-called
personalized stamps, which will be 1ssued
on October 24th in conjunction with the
World Heritage Series. This appears to be a
pet project of the new UNPA Chief in New
York. Mr. Robert Gray was instrumental in
the creation of personalized stamps for Aus-
tralia Post. The deeree of personalization
has yet to be revealed.

Three continuing series play a prominent
role in the philatelic offerings. The very
first issue on January 31st will inaugurate a
new series honoring Indigenous Art. Eight-
cen design-different stamps will be issued in
the form of three miniature sheets of six
stamps - one sheet for cach of the three of-
fices of the UNPA.

The eleventh issue in the Endangered
Species Series will be released on April 3rd.
As usual twelve design-different stamps will
be issued in the form of three miniature
sheets of sixteen stamps.

The current serics of World Heritage
stamps began in 1997 with the release of the
Chinese Terra-cotta Warriors. The
following year the Schénbrun Palace in

Vienna was featured. In 1999 some of the
Natural Wonders of Australia were
portrayed. Scenes from wvarious Spanish
cities graced the stamps released in 2000.
The following year single architecture
masterpieces from Japan appeared in the
World Heritage Series. Lasl year various
sites in Italy were featured.

This year Heritage sites in the United
States will be honored. This will not be the
first time that a World Heritage site from the
United Stated has appeared on a United Na-
tions stamp. In 1984 the Grand Canyon was
featured on Scott #421. [ presume that the
sites chosen to appear this year will probably
also be natural sites of World Heritage. My
personal favorite would be Bryce Canyon in
Utah. [ would be interested in receiving
your speculations on what the UNPA will or
ought to choose.

Recent changes in postal rates in the
USA and the recent adoption of the euro in
Austrian necessitate new definitives and
postal stationery to be released on March
28th. The fact that the definitives in euros
are designated as pictorials strongly suggest
that the UNPA will be issuing more scenes
of Austria. While the Vienna definitives 1s-
sued in 2002 are quite pretty, [ still regret
that the UNPA is straying from the tradition
of international themes.

On February 20 a 90-centime definitive
honoring the new headquarters in Geneva of
the Inter-Parliamentary Union will be issued.
This stamp was originally scheduled to be
released last year on October 24th, at the
same time as the UNAIDS Awareness set.

Another first for the UNPA will be the
release of a pair of téte-béche stamps on the
theme of Airmail Centennial on March 28th.
I presume there must be a connection with
the USPS stamp to be released later this year
commemorating the hundredth anniversary
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(December 17, 2003) of the first powered
flight of the Wright Brothers in Kitty Hawk,
North Carolina. (Did the Wright Brothers ac-
tually carry mail or is the UNPA being prema-
ture in commemorating the centennial of
airmail?)

Four stamps will appear on August 7th:
three honoring Ralph Bunche, the acting Pal-
estine Mediator in 1949 and one in honor of
Disarmament. For his efforts in the Middle
East this American diplc mat, who served as
undersecretary-general under Secretary-Gen-
cral Dag Hammarskjald, won the Nobel Peace
Prize.

On September 22nd three stamps will be
released in honor of the UN General Assem-
bly at Headquarters. I presume this theme
commemorates the fact thai the UN General
Assembly moved into its permanent head-
quarters in New York City about fifty years
ago. On January 3, 1951 the UN Sccretariat
moved from Lake Success te its Manhattan
building. But the General Assembly Chamber
was not ready at that time for use. This ne-
cessitated a return trip to the Palais de Chail-
lot in Paris for the Sixth Session of the Gen-
eral Assembly, which lasted from November
16, 1951 until February 8, 1952. The Seventh
Session of the General Assembly opened in
New York City on October 14, 1952.

Upcoming Journal Articles

At least three of the above issues cry out
for background articles at the time the stamps
are released. 1 plan to feature United Nations
“Freshwater” activities in the June issue. The
August issue will be dedicated to Ralph
Bunche. The October issue will feature the
UN General Assembly and its activities. In
light of the following Letter to the Editor, I
am soliciting contributions from readers.

At this moment I am not sure of the
thrust of the International Year of Freshwa-
ters. | have checked my own UN service cov-
ers and have been able to identify at least
three areas of UN activity: regional programs

concerning navigable waters, regional pro-
grams dealing with irrigation and agronomy,
and assistance in national programs. Such
programs are typically funded by the UN
Special Fund, the UN Development Program
and the Food and Agriculture Organization
(FAO). The UN has established a Committee
of Coordination of Investigations for the
Lower Mekong Basin. The UN Special Fund
had a project for the Development of ground
water resources in East Jordan. Irrigation and
Agriculture projects existed in Morocco and
Lebanon. Surely more exist. I need your help
in identifying such activities.

I am anxious to receive your information
and/or articles on Ralph Bunche and the Gen-
eral Assembly.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

[Editor’s Note: I received the following letter
St. Imier, Switzerland. But the point that it

makes is still pertinent.]
2 March 2002

1 received and read the February 2002
Journal vesterday and [ thank you.

I agree with you completely in your editor
message as to the trend in UNPA stamps.
Therein is the reason [ stopped collecting UN
some years ago. 1 still enjoy what I have and
reading about them and the Josrnal.

Does that sound logical or crazy?

Not so good was [the fact that] of the
eleven articles in the Journal your name was
on eight of them along with only two others.
Whoa, as | reread that T could have stated it
better. What [ really mean [is that] it is [a]
sad deal when you have to write the whole
Journal. There must be other members who
could write interesting and informative items.
As you can see, it would not be me as I can do
good to get a note on paper, that makes sense!
Anyway thank you for your labor to hold the
UNPI together.

Ray E. Ward
UNPI Archivist
Russellville, AR
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2003 UNITED NATIONS STAMP PROGRAM
(As of January 1, 2003 but subject to changes of date of issue and denomination.)
See the UNPA World Wide Web Site at <http://www.un.org/Depts/UNPA>

January 31 Indigenous Art of Latin America
6x37¢, 6xF.s. 0,90, 6%€ 0,51
(3 Sheets of 6 stamps)
February 20 Inauguration of the Inter-Parliamentary Headquarters
F.s. 0,90
(1 Sheet of 20 stamps)
March 28 Definitive stamps and Stationery
23¢, 37¢, 70¢, €022, € 1,09
(5 Sheets of 20 stamps)
5x23¢, 5x70¢ postal cards, 37¢ large and small envelopes
Centenary of First Flight
23¢ and 70¢ in téte béche pairs
(1 sheet of 20 stamps)
April 3 Endangered Species
37¢, F.s. 0,90, € 0,51
(3 Sheets of 16 stamps with 4 blocks of 4 se-tenant stamps.)
Set of 3 maximum cards.
2002 Endangered Species Annual Collection Folder
May 23 International Year of Freshwater
23¢, 37¢.Fs. 0,70, F.s. 1,30, € 0,51, € 0,58
(6 sheets of 12 stamps)
Souvenir sheets with the same denominations
Joint Issue with Switzerland
(Details not reported)
August 7 Ralph Bunche
37¢,F.s. 1,80, € 1,09
Disarmament
37¢
(4 Sheets of 20 stamps)
September 22 General Assembly
70¢, F.s. 1.30,€ 1,09
3 Sheets of 20 stamps)
Souvenir card
October 24 World Heritage - United States
37¢, 80¢, F.s. 0,90, F.s. 1,30, € 0,51, €0,58
(6 Sheets of 20 stamps)
{3 Prestige Booklets with 12x(5¢, 20¢, F.s. 0,10, F.s. 0,20, € 0,07, €0,15)}
Personalized stamps
(Details not reported)
2002 Annual Collection Folders

2003 SLOGAN CANCELLATIONS

January 1 Visit your United Nations - 50 years of guided tours
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A CLOSER LOOK AT THE JOINT UN-ITALY WORLD HERITAGE ISSUE
By Richard Powers

In the December 2002 1ssue of the Journal
(page 7) a short announcement appeared indi-
cating that the United Nations Postal Admini-
stration (LUNPA) and Postitaliane had released
a joint issue consisting of two of the UNPA
World Heritage (Italy) stamps. More specifi-
cally a virtual duplicate of the F.s. 0,90 UN
Geneva stamp picturing the Tower of Pisa
was released by the Italian Post Office with a
denomination of € 0.4!. The F.s. 1,30 UN
Geneva stamp was echoed by a € 0,52 stamp
showing a view of the Aeolian Islands.

Postitaliane prepared two postcards with
first day cancels bearing the matching stamps
and a cachet which echoed the design. Figure
1 shows the postcard picturing the Aeolian
Islands. Figure 2 shows the postcard picturing
the Tower of Pisa.

Figure 1: Postecard with first day cancel bear-
ing joint issue picturing the Aeolian Islands.

Figure 2: Postecard with first day cancel bear-
ing joint issue picturing the Tower of Pisa.

Postitaliane also prepared two first day
covers: one (Figure 3) for the UN stamps; one
(Figure 4) for the Italian stamps. A common
cachet for the two FDC’s displays the two
joint designs.

Figure 3: FDC for the UN Geneva stamps
prepared by Postitaliane.

! Pesieiben EITERE

Figure 4: FDC for the UN Geneva stamps
prepared by Postitaliane in Riccione.

Aside from a minor difference in the dis-
tance of the arc framing the scenes, the
principal difference in the stamps is linguistic.
The Italian stamps bear the Italian name of the
country: Italia above the initials UN. The
U.N. stamps bear the name in French: Italie
above the initials O.N.U. The stamps are so
similar that I suspect that it would not be too
difficult to use one of the Italian stamps in
Geneva or one of the UN Geneva stamps in
Pisa. Note that the Italian stamp in Figure 1
bears a commemorative townmark from
Messina. In Figure 3 the townmark is from
Pisa. In Figure 4 the townmark is from
Riccione.
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SCOTT CATALOGUE NUMBERS OF 2002

UNITED NATIONS STAMPS
Date of Issue Item
March 1 Definitive stamps and Stationery

80¢, F.s. 1,30, € 0,07, €0,51,€0,58,€0,73,€0,87, €2,03
New York 817, Geneva 385, Vienna 302-7
F.s. 1,30 Postal card, € 0,51 Postal card
Geneva UX15, Vienna UX14

April 4 Endangered Species
34¢, F.s. 0,90, € 0,51
New York 818-21a, Geneva 386-89a, Vienna 308-11a

May 20 Independence - East Timor
34¢. 57¢, F.s. 090, F.s. 1,30, €0,51, €1,09
MNew York 822-3, Geneva 390-1, Vienna 312-3

May 24 International Year of Mountains (I'YM)
34¢, 80¢, F.s. 0,70, F.s. 1,20, € 0,22, € 0,51.
New York 824-7a, Geneva 392-5a, Vienna 314-7a

June 27 Environment Summit + 10 (Johannesburg Summit)
37¢, 80¢, F.s. 0,90, F.s. 1,80, € 0,51, € 0,58
New York 828-31a, Geneva 396-9a, Vienna 318-21a
Souvenir card 57

€ 0,51 Prestamped envelope, € 1,20 Prestamped cnvelope
Vienna U4-5

August 30 World Heritage - [taly
37¢, 70¢, F.s. 0,90, Fs. 1,30,€0,51,€0,58
New York 832-3, Geneva 400-1, Vicnna 322-3
{3 Prestige Booklets with 12x(5¢, 20¢, F.s. 0,10, F.s. 0.30, € 0,07, €0,14)}
New York 824a-f, Geneva 402a-f, Vienna 324a-f

October 24 UNAIDS Awareness - Semi-postal
70¢, F.s. 1,30, € 1,53
New York 825, Geneva 403, Vienna 325
37¢+6¢=43¢, F.s. 0,90+ 0,30=F.s.1,20, € 0,51+ 0,25 = €0,76 - Souvenir sheets
New York 826, Geneva 404, Vienna 326
(Geneva Definitve
F.s. 3,00
Geneva 405
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INDIGENOUS ART - 2003
By Richard Powers

On January 31, 2003 the United Nations
Postal Administration (UNPA) inaugurated
a new continuing series of stamps based on
the theme Indigenous Art. The first series of
stamps pictures the Art of Latin America
and the Caribbean, presumably produced by
cultures existing before the arrival of Chris-
topher Columbus in 1492, The stamps will
be issued in the form of a mini-sheet of six
differently designed stamps for each of the
UNPA offices: New York, Vienna and Ge-
neva.

This series 1s inspired by an art exhibition
entitled Veices, which was organized in
conjunction with the first Permanent Forum
on Indigenous Issues in collaboration with
the Office of the High Commissioner for
Human Rights, the United Nations Depart-
ment of Public Information, representatives
from the Indigenous Working Group and a
team of designers and artisans. The exhibi-
tion took place at United Nations Headquar-
ters in New York from May 13-24, 2002.

The Voices exhibition highlighted basic
1ssues of indigenous rights, with the primary
focus being preservation of culture. Issues
addressed in the exhibition were: the right to
preserve and maintain ceremonies and tradi-
tions, the right to protect intellectual prop-
erty, the right to protect lands and the envi-
ronment, and the right to maintain spiritual
ceremonies and sites.

The three complete mini-sheets appear on
the back cover of this issue of the Journal.

The New York mini-sheet has the fol-
lowing designs (from left to right and from
top to bottom):

a) Detail of a complex Paracas (linear
style) textile made in Peru from 600 -
200 B.C.

b) Anthropo-zoomorphic pendant stem-
ming from the Sinu culture in Columbia
dating from A.D. 150-900.

¢) Hicholi Indian embroidery produced

in Mexico.

d) Back omament produced by the
Rigpaktsa people of Brazil dating from
the 20th century.

e) Chilean wood crafis made in
Santiago.

f) Huari feathered woven hat made in
Bohivia during A.D. 700-1000.

The Geneva mini-sheet has the following
designs (from left to right and from top to
bottom):

a) Detail of a multicolored poncho of
Inca design with interlocking geometric
patterns produced in south coastal Peru
around A.D. 1430-1532.

b) Seated figure from the Bahia culture
of Brazil circa 500 B.C.

c) Blanket with a face and geometric
designs produced in Ecuador in the 20th
century.

d) Mayan stone sculpture from the ruins
of Xunantunich in Belize.

e) Multicolored embroidered fabric
from Guatemala.

f) Colima terra-cotta dog sculpture from
Mexico dating from 500 B.C. - AD.
100.

The Vienna mini-sheet has the following
designs (from left to right and from top to
bottom):

a) Panamanian mola depicting two
pelicans. A portion of this design ap-
pears on the front cover of this issue of
the Journal.

b) Mochican stirrup-spouted vessel in
the form of a llama made in Peru.

¢) Tarabuco cloth woven in Bolivia.

d) Masks from a Havana (Cuba) mar-
ketplace.

¢) Feather headdress of an Aztec priest
made in Mexico during the 19th
century.

f) Bird-shaped staff head made
Columbia circa A.DD. 1100-1600.
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INTER-PARLIAMENTARY UNION

From a UNPA Press Release

On February 20, 2003 the United Nations
Postal Administration (UNPA) issued a de-
finitive stamp in the denomination of F.s. 0,90
to celebrate the inauguration of the new head-
quarters of the Inter-Parliamentary Union
(IPU) in Geneva. The opening of the new
headquarters, known as the House of Parlia-
ments, coincides with the decision of the
United Nations General Assembly to grant
observer status to the IPU.

Established in 1889, the TPU is the inter-
national organization of parliaments of sov-
ereign States. Its new status with the United
Nations marks the latest step in its drive to
bring a parliamentary dimension to the inter-
national arena and to make the voice of the
elected representatives of the people heard in
the international negotiating process.

Over 140 national parliaments are cur-
rently members of the IPU. The organization
brings together the parliaments of the world in
order to consider questions of international
interest and concern, contribute to the defense
and promotlion of parliamentarians’ human
rights, and help to consolidate representative
institutions throughout the world. In so do-
ing, it promotes the core values of democracy
and good governance. A prime objective is to
strength the institutional foundations that are
vital to the achicvement of the Millennium
Development Goals.

The designer of the stamp was Cyril
Wursten of Switzerland, who explains his vi-
sion of the image as follows:

“] wanted to give an image of the Inter-
national Parliamentary Union that em-
phasized stability and protection. [ tried
to produce a visual contrast between the
precise lines of the building and the ab-
stract colored background. so as to bring
out the architectural siructure of the
House of Parliaments. The colored back-
ground can also be seen as representing
the earth’s continents and countries, ifts

colors and cultures, with the house in the
foreground, with- its large roof giving an
image of protection, security and even
kindness. This was one way of represent-
ing the work of the IPU: the promotion of
peace and security in the world.”

The stamp design appears in Figure 1.

UNION INTEHPAHLEMENTKIRE EENE‘JE-

O T TR Ty e bk e -
] oy ki H ¥ .

'NATIONS UNIES 2003

Figure 1: IPU definitive.

The headquarters building is an adaptation
of an existing mansion, Villa Gardiol, to the
contemporary requirements of the IPU offices.
Tt was built in 1908 and is a fine example of a
certain type of pre-First World War bourgeois
architecture. A contemporary split-level an-
nex was built adjacent to the base of the villa
to house meeting rooms, a foyer, a library and
other facilities.

This blend of the old and the new evokes
the Inter-Parliamentary Union itself, its estab-
lishment more than a century ago, its evolu-
tion and finally the current reform, which in
no way alters its foundation.

The UNPA issued a special first day cover
(item #524.2879) consisting of a single F.s.
0,90 stamp canceled on the first day of issue.
The special cachet shows the new House of
Parliaments building.  Customers with a
standing order for Geneva “Miscellaneous
Products” received this item automatically.
The normal FDC is item #635.6038.
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THE UNITED NATIONS PREPARATORY COMMISSION

By Richard Powers

Between the United Nation Conference
on International Organization in San Fran-
cisco, which ended June 26, 1945 and the
heginning of the First Session of the General
Assembly in London on January 10, 1946,
the task of putting together a working or-
ganization was given to the United Nations
Preparatory Commission. The Commission
met in San Francisco on June 27, 1945 and
again in London from August 16, 1945 to
December 23, 1945. More background in-
formation can be found in the article /n Lon-
don Fifty Years Ago, which appeared in the
February 1996 issue of the Journal (page 3).

Documenting the work of this Commis-
sion philatelically is a real challenge.
Gaines pictures one cover from the Com-
mission and another from the United States
Delegation to the Umited Nations Prepara-
tory Commission. Recently I came across
an interesting document relating to the
Commission in the form of a letter on
Commission Letterthead dated November 23,
1945 in London signed by Adlai E. Steven-
son, one of the United States Delegates.
This letter is shown in Figure 1.
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The letter appears to be to an acquain-
tance back home in Chicago acknowledging
his recent thought-provoking letter. The text
reads as follows:

Dear Tap,

Thanks for your thoughtful letter. 1
appreciate it and I only wish I had your
quiet confident shoulders to lean on
hercabouts!

Best Wishes
Yours Adlai.

In the ensuing years Stevenson became
governor of Illinois, unsuccessful Demo-
cratic candidate for U.S. President and ulti-
mately, during the Kennedy administration,
becamne the United States Ambassador to the
United Nations.

Ambassador Stevenson died in 1965.
Almost immediately the United States Postal
Service (USPS) issued a commemorative
stamp (Scott # 1275) honoring him on
October 23, 1965. A first day cover of this
stamp which was prepared by the United
Nations Association of the U.S.A. appears in
Figure 2.

B S T
i o) i

Figure 2: FDC of the Stevenson commemorative on a UNA-USA cachet.
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UniTED STATES DELEGATE TO
UniTED NATIONS PREPARATORY CoMMISSION

20 IZreosysnor S
London, 7. 1
Lovembar 23,

Dezr Tap,
Thanks for your thoughtful letter.
I appreciate it and I only wish I had

your gquiet confident shoulders to lean
on hereabouts!

Bast wishes,

idlai E. Steyenson

Ur, Tappan Gregory .
~Gregory, Gilruth & I-E:nt.er
105 South LaSalle Street
. Chicago 3, Illinois

Figure 1: Letter on UN Preparatory Commission stationery from U.S. Delegate A.E. Stevenson.
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TWENTY-SECOND UPU CONGRESS - BEIJING 1999: ADDENDUM

By B. Clement, Jr.

The twenty-second Universal Postal
Congress was held in Beijing, China from
August 23 through September 15, 1999.
Some postal history of this congress was
previously published in the October 2000
issue (pages 19-21) of the Journal. Since
that time, some additional material has been
found.

Figure 1 shows a special congress cancel
for the last day of the congress, September
15, 1999. The cancel was applied to a Chi-
nese stamp for the congress showing the site
of the first UPU Congress, held in Bem,
Switzerland in 1874.

Figure 2 displays a post card mailed from
Shanghai on September 11, 1999 with a
special red postmark for the visit of Con-
gress delegates to Shanghai. Similar visits
to other cities to previous Congresses arc
documented in Gaines (pages 1192, 1194,
1194-A and 1198-99).

A set of four Chinese postal cards were
issued in 1999 commemorating the Con-
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gress. These are shown in Figures 3-6.
Three similar sets of postal cards for the
Congress were previously issued by China,
beginning in 1997.

Figure 1: Special last day cancel from
UPU-Congress in Beijing 1999.

19088 11
=i - £

Jeoofo

- - - L 4
o H e AU
‘&1 Vi ZL. L‘#l"f) ;z.a

6 £ G

| ¥

(358 iphiribl

Figure 2: Post card mailed from delegate excursion to Shanghai during Beijing UPU Congress.
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THE UNITED NATIONS SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCE ON THE
CONSERVATION AND UTILIZATION OF RESOURCES

By Richard Powers

During my annual visit to a local posteard
and paper collectibles bourse [ came across
interesting postal documentation of an early
UN scientific conference at Lake Success,
New York. It is a picture postcard sent by a
delegate to the United Nations Conference
on the Conservation and Utilization of
Resources held August 17  through
September 6, 1949,

The posteard appears in Figures | and 2.
(The postcard was prepared by the United
Nations Department of Public Information -
UNDPI #B1633) The picture side shows the
Security Council in session at United Na-
tions Interim Headquarters in Lake Success.
The message side bears a “Courier of the
United Nations” machine cancel ((Gaines
LS/C.1) dated September 1, 1949. This can-
cel was applied at the Lake Success branch
of the Great Neck Post Office. The message
reads as follows:

Dear Geo.:

I was sent here as a delegate to
the Conference on the conservation
of world resources. It certainly is a
wonderful experience. Engineers
from some 60 nations discussing
around the same table this immense
problem.

(signed) Sam Nelson

[ checked with Clem Clement, the
UNP-Secretary and UN Conference special-
ist, for additional information about this
conference. The plenary meetings of the
conference were held in the Economic and
Social Council (ECOSOC) Chamber. A
session of ECOSOC appears in the postcard
(UNDPI #B1638) pictured in Figure 3.
These meetings were also held in the United
Nations Interim Headquarters in the former
Sperry Building at Lake Success. A view of

this building from a UNDPI postcard ap-
pears in Figure 4. [t is intcresting that the
sessions of the Security Council and
ECOSOC seem to have been held in similar
(if not the same) auditoriums.

Sessions of the Trusteeship Council and
General Assembly Committees also met in
the Interim Headquarters. The “Little As-
sembly” in session has appeared on a post-
card too (UNDPI #1713) . I have come
across one of these with a Flushing, New
York cancel sent by a tourist who had visited
the session during the 1940s.

The General Assembly met in plenary
session, however, in the former New York
City Building at Flushing Meadows, the site
of the 1939 and 1964 World Fairs. This lat-
ter venue was pictured on UNNY stamps
#69-70 issued in 1959 (Figure 5).
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Figure 5: UNNY #70 showing the General
Assembly Building at Flushing Meadows.

The conference on conserving world re-
sources was scientific rather than pol-
icy-making. It had no power to bind gov-
ernments and did not make any recommen-
dations nor did it attempt to reach interna-
tional agreements on policies. The confer-
ence was limited to the exchange of experi-
ence on the techniques of conservation and
utilization of resources. Scientific presenta-
tions included papers by experts dealing
with Fuels and Energy, Water, Forests, and
Land.
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PHILATELICALLY YOURS FROM VIENNA: 2001 - 2002

By Richard Powers

On December 27, 2002 1 received a ship-
ment of special covers with “Sonderstem-
pel” (special cancellations) on specially pre-
pared cacheted envelopes issued by the
United Nations Postal Administration (UN-
PA) in Vienna during the previous twelve
months., These included special items issucd
between December 6, 2001 and Junec 14
2002. This year’s shipment of covers cost
$10.17 plus a $2.50 mailing fee, for which I
received € 1,74  in CTO-canceled UN-
Vienna stamps with first day cancels. Below
is a summary of the seven covers which I re-
ceived.

On December 8, 2001 the UNPA 1ssued a
commemorative cover for the annual
Christmas stamp show Weihnachtsphila
2001 in the Vienna City Hall. The cover
bears a special UN-Vienna cancel tying the
2001 AS 7 (€ 0,51) UNPA 50th Anniversary
stamp (Scott A294) which pictures a pair of
bells. A holiday design with bells and deco-
rated trees appears in the cachet (Figure 1).

i
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Figure 1: Weihnachisphila 2001 cover.

On the same day the UNPA produced a
commemorative cover with a special cancel
noting special post service at the Christmas
Fairs (Weihnachtsmirkte) in Vienna. The
cover (Figure 2) bears a AS 7 (0,51€) Cli-
mate Change commemorative (Scott A297).

The cachet and cancel both feature an
“oldtimer” postal bus produced in 1950,
which traveled between the Christkindl-
markt at City Hall square and the Old Vi-
enna Christkindlmarkt at the Freyung. The
stamp portrays a van.

[T
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Figure 2: Weihnachtsmirkte cover.

On Christmas eve the UNPA serviced
special flight covers from Vienna to Vatican
City. This cover bears the AS 7 (€ 0,51)
Climate Change (A298) featuring a rider on
horseback tied by a UNPA cancel picturing
the dome of St. Peter’s in Rome. The cachet
echoes the cancel design. On the rear is a
special Vatican City cancel picturing the
Nativity canceled on December 25th.

LiNPA-Wien
VATIRAMNSTALTROM}
P Tenbane

welour 4 Tespediteur

Figure 3: 2001 Christmas Eve Flight cover
from Vienna to Vatican City.
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On the occasion of the program Senior
AKTUELL 2002 at the Vienna Stadthalle,
which took place in 2002 from March 19th
through the 22nd, the UNPA released a special
cover (Figure 4) bearing the new € 0,51 UN
Vienna definitive featuring the horse-pond in
Salzburg (A303) tied by a special cancel dated
March 19th picturing a pair of senior citizens
cross country skiing. The same scene appears
in the cachet. Visitors at the information stand
of the UNPA were able to buy UNPA stamps
and post mail at this spring Senior Fair.

DNE U'NPEA 2L GAST ALVF DER
SENIOR AKTLELL
WIEN, 10232, MARE 2002

Figure 4: 2002 Senior Aktuell cover.

On April 28, 2002 the UNPA participaled as
guest of honor in a special exhibition entitled
“Austria and the United Nations™ on the
occasion of the 20th Anniversary of the
founding of the Stamp Club in Ebreichsdorf.

Figure 5: Ebreichsdorf cover.

The UNPA provided an information booth and
prepared a special cover. The cancel and the
cachet feature a view of the Castle in
Ebreichsdorf. The cover bears a copy of the AS

7 (€ 0,51) Nobel Peace Prize commemorative
{A301) featuring the flag of the United Nations.
On June 3, 2002 the UNPA issued a special
cover and cancel honoring the 250th An-
niversary of the Schénbrunn Zoo in Vienna.
The cover (Figure 6) bears a 1993 Endangered
Species AS 7 stamp showing two Humboldt’s
penguins (Al44). The cachet shows several
animals playing around a tree in front of a zoo
building, which also appears in the cancel.

@ .Wr.mum'rﬂ
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Figure 6: Cover honoring the 250th Anniver-
sary of the Schénbrunn Zoo.

The UNPA was represented by a special
post official established at HIBRIA 2002, a
regional stamp exhibition in Hirtenberg spon-
sored by the Triestingtaler Stamp Club in
Hirtenberg. The show took place from June
14th through 16th in the Hirtenberg Culture
House. For the occasion the UNPA prepared a
special cover (Figure 7) bearing a 2001 En-
dangered Species stamp (A284) featuring a
spectacled or Andean bear AS 7 (€ 0,51).

Yo B it M o i FRITAEERS

_
Figure 7: Hibria 2002 cover.
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I recently found the interesting United
Nations cover among the wares of a Swiss
United Nations specialist which appears in
Figure 1. The comer card indicates the
cover originated at the Visa Section of the
United Nations Truce Supervision Organi-
zation (UNTSO). An Israeli stamp in the
upper right corner bears a cancel dated July
6, 1995 and a townmark of MEVOQ(?)
AZZA. What makes this cover unusual is
that it also bears a pair of 10 mil stamps with
the legend Palestine Authority. These stamps
(Scott #2) were issued in 1994. The attached
selvage of the right hand stamp is tied to the
cover by the Israeli postmark. The two
stamps have been marked with what appears
to be two swipes of a red felt tip pen, which
may have been an attempt to invalidate the
stamps for future use and/or to indicate that
they were not valid for postal use at the in-
dicated post office. The envelope is ad-
dressed to a city Giv’atayim, Israel, part of

UNITED NAaTIONS @ NATIONS UNIES

TRUCE SUPERVISION ORGAMITATION
VISA SECTION

A (CONTRIVED?) UNITED NATIONS COVER WITH MIXED
FRANKING FROM THE WEST BANK: PALESTINE AND ISRAEL

By Richard Powers

metropolitan Tel Aviv, with a postal code
53415.

According to the Gaines Catalog UNTSO
Headquarters is in Jerusalem. It often uses
local civil posts, when appropriate. I believe
that the Palestine Authority was already ex-
ercising autonomy in certain West Bank ar-
eas as far back as 1995. However, the Uni-
versal Postal Union (UPU) did not recognize
the Palestine Authority as one of its 189
member countries as far back as 1999.

I would appreciate it if anyone can cor-
roborate and/or fill in some of the missing
points. Are the Palestine Authority stamps
merely “window dressing” or did they serve
some postal use? The cover appears to be an
official service letter of UNTSO. [ would be
surprised if it were using unnecessary
postage. Does the Palestine Authority play a
role in the delivery of letters in its areas of
autonomy? If so, why is it not a member of
the UPU?

Figure 1: 1995 UNTSO cover bearing both Israeli and Palestine Authority stamps.
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SWISS POLICE SERVICE AT THE UPU CONGRESS IN LAUSANNE (1974)
By B. Clement, Jr.

Police service at League of Nations con-
ferences in Switzerland was discussed in an ar-
ticle in the October 2002 issue of the Journal
(26-5, 20-1). Here is evidence of similar serv-
ice provided at the 17th Universal Postal Con-
gress, which was held in Lausanne from May
22 through July 5, 1974. Figure 1 shows an
official cover from the congress cancelled on
May 23rd and addressed to:

Brigadier Nicholas Margot
Vaud Cantonnal Police for Public Security
Congress Security Service
Palais de Beaulicu

fey

-/

The Palais de Beaulieu was the site where
the 17th Universal Postal Congress was held.
According to the website of the Palais de
Beaulieu, “in a green setting, the Beaulieu Con-
gress and Exhibition Center (is) situated a
stone’s throw from the Lausanne city-center
and a few minutes from Lake Geneva. (Lau-
sanne is the capital of the Canton of Vaud and
the headquarters city of the International Olym-
pic Committee, which has had its own official
postage stamps since 2000.) Tt offers its
facilities for organizing congresses, exhibitions
and various other events.

Brigodier Micholos Korgot
Police e salrdTd voucolss
Sprvice e Sewuritd ow cungres

Polois de Heou.isu

- —

Figure 1: Cover from the 1974 UPU Congress in Lausanne to a conference security officer.

SHOW AWARDS

UNP-member Fran Adams received at
SESCAL 2002, a silver-bronze award for his
one frame exhibit entitled: Toward United Na-
tions. This exhibit deals with covers bearing
the US commemorative { Scott #928) honoring
the UN Conference on International Organiza-
tion, which began April 25, 1945 SESCAL
2002 was the 58th Annual Stamp Exhibition of

Southern California and is sponsored by the
Federated Philatelic Clubs of Southern Cali-
fornia. It was held at the Radisson Los Angeles
Airport Hotel October 4 -6, 2002.

In October 2003 SESCAL will serve as the
venue for the 2003 Annual Meeting of United
Nations Philatelists. Visit the SESCAL Web
Site at www.sescal.org.
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UNPI 2003A AUCTION

CLOSING DATE: March 30, 2003

Please send bids to the Auction Chairman:
Alex Bereson - 18 Portola Drive - San Francisco, CA 94131
¢ -mail: bereson(@pacbell.net
(Please put “BIDS FOR UNPI Auction” in e-mail header)

MAIL OR E-MAIL BIDS ONLY PLEASE. NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE.

UNICEF FLAGS

1. UNICEF-FLAG COLLECTION complete
in ten UNICEF albums 1980-1989: (160)
tlag art graphics, (160) UNICEF FDCs, (40)
MNH flag minisheets; a complete collection
is very scarce; similar lot in 2002A which
sold for $475; original cost $2000+.
MB3400.

LEAGUE OF NATIONS AND OTHER
FORERUNNER COVERS

2. League of Nations Rural Hygiene Confer-
cnce in Bandung, Duich Indies, 1937
(Gaines 1937/3. page 1028, value $225), on
card to Netherlands. MB$25.

3. International Telecommunications Union
(ITU) - International Radiotelegraph Con-
ference, London 1912 (Gaines page 1235
1912/1 value $300); violet oval cachet and
red official paid cancel on small cover.
MB§100.

4. League of Nations manila piece with Dis-
tribution Service corner card; League of Na-
tions stamp #50. 1936 to Czech Delegate to
the League of Nations. MB$4.

5. League of Nations Publication Service
corner card on #10 mamla cover; mailed
1939 from Brussels, Belgium to Argentina;
fold does not distract. MB$12.

6. League of Nations Health Organization,
Singapore corner card on wrapper mailed in
1940 to Haifa, Palestine; violet Singapore
triangular censor mark; some tears but ap-
pearance good. MB$80.

UN COVERS

7. Four covers from France to the United
Nations Secretary-General in 1947; one with
protest letter enclosed; somewhat tattered,
but presentable. MB$10.

8. Two protest postal cards to the UN in
1946 from France and Algeria; both with
UN receiving marks. MB$10.

9. World Health Organization (WHO) -
Pan-American Health Office in Guatemala
corner card #10 airmail cover to Honduras in
1952; meter and origin cachet. MB%8

10. Umited Nations Technical Assistance -
Haiti origin cachet on 1965 #10 pouch cover
to the ITU-Geneva; UN Registry receiving
mark. MBS$6.

UN PEACEKEEPING COVERS

11. Small 1976 cover with red origin cachet
from “HQ, United Nations Command
{AAD) APO San Francisco 963017, MBS§5.

12. Four #10 covers from UNFICYP
(Cyprus), 3 with comner cards; 3 different
origin cachets; stamps and postmarks of
Cyprus and Austria. MB38.

13. Five #10 covers [rom UNIFIL
(Lebanon), all with corner cards; stamps of
Israel, Belgium, France; 2 with French
military post office postmarks. MB$S.

14. Twelve #10 or smaller covers from
UNDOF (Golan); some are philatelic; many
corner cards, cachets, cancels, etc. MB$10.
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UNITED NATIONS EUROPEAN
OFFICE STAMPS

15. United Nations Furopean Office
(UNEQ) in Geneva -  stamps (Scott
#701-11) with overprint flaws; all with
plate flaw C (dented O at lower left); MNH
VF (Gaines page 1076, value $85).
MB330.

16. United Nations FEuropean Office
(UNEO) in Geneva - stamps (Scott
#701-11) with overprint flaws; all with
plate flaw D (A with right half of cross bar
missing); MNH VF (Gaines page 1076,
value $85). MB$30.

MISCELLANEOUS UNITED
NATIONS AND FORERUNNER
COVERS

17. United Nations General Assembly,
Paris 1948 - United Nations corner card
airmail cover; cancel C.2(b); (Gaines page
975), 9/22/48; fold and minor hinge marks
but quite presentable. MB38.

18. International Civil Aviation Organiza-
tion (ICAO)/International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) - small cover from French
Delegation to IAEA to TAEA in Vienna;
with ICAO 18th Assembly postmark #7;
6/28/71. MBS12.

19. League of Nations Assembly; post card
with special Assembly postmark 3/11/26.
MBS$12.

UNNY FIRST ISSUE

20. UNNY - 1%¢ (Scott #2) mint precancel
with Gaines certificate dated 1985.
MB$25.

21. UNNY 2¢ 1951 (Scott #3) lower left
MI6 MNH with square cutout. MB$5.

MISCELLANEOUS FOLDERS

72. UN folder - Sweden, USA and UN
joint issue for philately. MBS$5.

23, UN folder - 1993 Human Rights
stamps FD cancel. MB$7.

FDC COLLECTION

24. FDC collection - 400+ different unad-
dressed mix of cachets: UN Geneva offi-
cial, UNNY HQ and commercial ones with
New York, Geneva and Vienna stamps;
very little duplication. MB380.

WORLD FEDERATION OF
UNITED NATIONS
ASSOCIATIONS (WFUNA)
LITHOGRAPHS

25. Chaim Gross WFUNA. Lithograph #3
1973 Namibia FDNY. MB$60.

26. Wolfgang Hutter WFUNA Lithograph
#75 1985 FDNY. MB§25.

27. Flisabeth Van Janota WFUNA Litho-
graph #63 1983 Mint. MB5340.

28. Mark Weiner WFUNA Lithograph #71
1985 FD Vienna. MB§25.

29. Elisabeth Van Janota WFUNA Litho-
graph #86 1987 Mint. MB3$27.

30. Jacques Cousteau WFUNA Lithograph
#11 1974 FDNY. MBS$30.

31. Ilya Glazunov WFUNA Lithograph
#14 1974 FDNY. MB$30.

32. Norman Rockwell WFUNA Litho-
graph #4 1973 FDNY. MBS$20.

33. Ting Shao Kuang WFUNA Lithograph
1995 Mint “Religion and Peace™.
MB$100.

34. Ting Shao Kuang WFUNA Lithograph
1994 Mint “Year of the Family™
MB3$100.
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Chapters of the UNPI

Midwest UN Collectors meets intermittently
usually at shows in lowa, Kansas, Nebraska.
Contact: Dorothy Green, 2200 36th St., Des
Moines, IA 50310 or dotgreen@worldnet
.att.net

UN Collectors of Chicagoland meets the sec-
ond Monday of the month except in July and
August al Stamp King, 7139 West Higgins Rd.,
Chicago, Illinois. Contact: Dr. Ben Ramkis-
soon, P.O.Box 606, Hindsdale, IL 60522-0606.

The Western Arm meets intermittently at San
Francisco Bay arca shows. Contact: Alex Ber-
eson, 18 Portola Drnive, San Francisco, CA

Mid-Atlantic UN Collectors Club meets at
shows in the Northcast and Mid-Atlantic re-
gions. Contact: Greg Galletti, MAUNCC, P.O.
Box 466, ML Airy, MD 21771-0466

Member Advertisements

Members are reminded that they may submit
two philatelic advertisements per year for in-
clusion in The Journal free of charge. Neither
should be more than about five lines. These
will appear in the order received according to
space available.

Prices for Advertisements

1 page (6:"=9") - $40
12 page - $20
Ya page - $15
Run an ad in five consecutive issues, get the
sixth one free. Please make check payable to
the United Nations Philatelists, Inc. and mail it
with the photo-ready copy to the Editor.

Journal Deadlines

The deadline for submission of material for
publication is the first day of the month pre-
ceding the issue month. The deadline for the
April issue is March 1st.

UNPI Officers and Board of Directors
July 1, 2002-June 30, 2004

President: Greg Galletti
P.O. Box 466, Mt. Airy, MD 21771-0466
e-mail: info(@junstampz.com

Vice President: Anthony Dewey
157 Warrenton Ave Hartford, CT 06105-3931
c-mail: afdewey(@aol.com

Blanton Clement, Jr.

P.0O.Box 146, Morrisville, PA 19067
e-mail: belemjri@yahoo.com

Secretary:

Treasurer: Jim Matyasovich
712 Meadowbrook Avenue,

Orange, CA 92865-1322

e-mail: jimmaty@socal.rr.com

Director: Dan Gapinski

118 North 14th Street,Clear Lake, 1A 50428
e-mail: gapinski(@netins.net
Richard Powers

2445 East Del Mar Boulevard, #4272
Pasadena, CA 91107-4871

e-mail: 9rpowers(@mtsac.edu

Brian Reiser

7505 Democracy Boulevard, #439
Bethesda, MDD 20817

e-mail: thebcgo(@aol.com

Caroline Scannell

14 Dawn Drive

Smithtown, NY 11787-1761
e-mail: philate(@ix.netcom.com

Director:

Director:

Director:

Committee Chairmen

Archivist Ray E. Ward
302 E 19th St., Russellville, AR 72801-7220
Auctions Alex Bereson
18 Portola Dr., San Francisco CA 94131-1518
e-mail: bereson@pacbell.net

Exhibits Anthony Dewey
157 Warrenton Ave., Hartford, CT 06103-3931
e-mail: afdewey@aol.com

Home Page Editor Dennis Hamilton
P. Q. Box 812785, Wellesley, MA 02181-0025
e-mail: who(@tiac.net
Steven Scheibner

16-70 Bell Blvd, #219
Bayside, NY 11360-1621
e-mail: unmaven(@aol.com

Publicity
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