
Universal Postal Congresses 
 

C.1 1st, Berne, Switzerland, 15 Sep.-9 Oct. 1874 
__________________________________________________________ 

C.2 2nd, Paris, France, 2 May-4 Jun.1878 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
           Hand cancel for Universal Post & Telegraph Exposition, 

                                   Obs. 31 May-6 Jun. 1878 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

C.3 3rd, Lisbon, Portugal, 3 Feb.-21 Mar. 1885 

__________________________________________________________ 
C.4 4th, Vienna, Austria, 20 May-4 Jul. 1891 

 

 
    

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

                              H1. Obs. 20 May-8 Jul. 1891  
                        Type 1                                       Type 2 

Space between bottom of W and the I is greater in Type 2  

than in Type 1. Spaces on both sides of WIEN and  
adjacent words greater in Type 2. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
                                                    E1. 

 

 
 

 

           T1. Telegraph 
cancel                    RM1. Receiving 

Mark 

 
 

 
 

                                       ML1.  Packet Label 

 

                

 

 
 

 

                                     CC1.  122x96 & 180x117 
                                             

 

 
 

 

 
 

                                 CC2.  Note Card  117x89 

             Registered Service cover to Australia, 1 Jun. 1891 

                     Service note card to Vienna, 11 Jun. 1891 
 

 

Service cover with H1., $1500; Registry label, add $500, 
T1., T2., or ML1. on cover, $1000 

 

 
 

 

 

Universal Postal Union (UPU) 
 
 The Universal Postal Union (UPU) was founded in 1874 as the General Postal Union, the name being changed to the  

present one in 1878. UPU is governed by the Universal Postal Congress, which meets about every five years. The Council of 

Administration, formerly called the Executive Council, meets annually.  The Postal Operations Council, formerly the  

Consultative Council for Postal Studies, also meets annually.  
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Universal Postal Congresses, continued 

C.5 5th, Washington, DC, USA, 5 May-15 Jun. 1897 

                            M1. Obs.  5 May-21 Jun. 1897 
                                   

 

 
 

 

                           CC1. CC is 51x7, Envelope 117x94 
 

 

 
 

 

                         CC2.  CC is 63x8, Envelope 146x121 

                      Service cover to Mexico, 26 May 1897 

    125 sets of US stamps & postal stationary were overprinted      
    ñUNIVERSAL POSTAL CONGRESSò & presented to delegates. 

    These were not valid for postage. 

 

Philatelic cover with H1., $100; Service cover, $200 

 

 

R2.                                                REV. 21 Mar. 2019                                                                   Postal History of Conferences & Meetings of the United Nations, its Agencies & its Predecessors 

C.5.1 Special , for 25th Anniversary, Berne, Switzerland,  
2-5 Jul. 1900 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
                 

      H1. Obs. 2-5 Jul. 1900,                        Registry Label 

   Also as Proof on 1 Jun.1900                 Observed with H1. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

                                              CC1. 131x107 

                          Service cover to Berne, 4 Jul. 1900 

       10c Swiss Postal Card for Anniversary, Registered, 3 Jul. 1900 

 

Philatelic cover, $50; Service cover, $200; Registry label, add $50 
                      

 

 



Universal Postal Congresses, continued 

C.6 6th, Rome, Italy, 7 Apr.-26 May 1906 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
                    H1. ñBarsò                                   H2. No ñbarsò 

        Obs. 16 Apr.ï 25 May 1906                Obs. 9 Apr. 1906 

 

 

                         E1.                                                   C1.      

                                          CC1. 142x115 

 

Note: Dates of use of H1. and H2. Undoubtedly one or both of these 
cancels were used on other dates. Observations solicited.   

                        Service cover to Paris, 29 Apr. 1906         

 
Italy issued Special Post Cards for the Congress in various color  

combinations:   
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C.6 6th, Rome, Italy, 7 Apr.-26 May 1906, continued 
               

  

   
    

   

    
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
           Special Post Card, Registered to Budapest, 8 May 1906 

                         (Address side gray paper, black printing) 

            
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
             Special Post Card, Registered to Turin, 20 May 1906 

                          (Address side cream, black printing) 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

            Special Post Card, Registered to London, 18 May 1906 

                      (Address side cream paper, green printing) 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

                            Message side of Special Post Card 
                                  (Gray paper, Blue printing) 

Post Card Paper Color Address side Printing Message side Printing 

PC1. Gray Black Blue 

PC2. Cream ? Blue 

PC3. Cream Black Rose 

PC4. Cream Black Green 

PC5. Cream Green Green 

PC6. Cream Black Orange 

PC7 Cream Black Brown 



Universal Postal Congresses, continued 

C.6 6th, Rome, Italy, 7 Apr.-26 May 1906, continued 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
                            Message side of Special Post Card 

                                (Cream paper, Blue printing) 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
                             Message side of Special Post Card 

                                (Cream paper, Green printing) 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

    Message side of Special Post Card, (Cream paper, Rose printing) 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

                       
   Message side of Special Post Card, (Cream paper, Brown printing) 

 

V4.                                                     REV. 12 Sep. 2022                                                             Postal History of Conferences & Meetings of the United Nations, its Agencies & its Predecessors 

C.6 6th, Rome, Italy, 7 Apr.-26 May 1906, continued 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
                              Message side of Special Post Card 

                                (Cream paper, Orange printing) 

 
Additional observations & images of Congress post cards are  

solicited.  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
                                            Delegate Pass 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

                 Incoming mail to Congress, with Congress hand 

                  Cancel used as Receiving mark, May 14, 1906 
 

 

Philatelic cover with H1., $100; Service cover with H1., $300; 
Philatelic cover with H2., $200; Service cover with H2., $400 

Incoming cover with H1. as a Receiving mark, $150; 

Registry label, add $100 


