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Introduction  

 
 I have been involved in the collection and study of the 

postal history of UN conferences and meetings for  over 30 years. 

During that time, I have written countless articles of the subject, 
mostly in the Journal of United Nations Philatelists.  UNP and UNOP 

published my ñUN Conference Studyò in 1980, with a supplement in 

1983.  I was a Contributor on the subject to the UN catalog ñUN  
Philatelyò, by Arleigh Gaines, during its years of publication. 

 

 In this Catalog, the scope has been extended beyond the 
1980-83 study in a number of ways: 

 

1. All predecessor organizations are covered, including the League 
of Nations, and agencies or their predecessors which existed long 

before 1945, including UPU, ITU, BIE, ILO, WHO, WIPO and 

WMO. 
2.  Official stationary, envelopes with official corner cards, are 

included. Also included are mailing labels and mailing tags. 

3. Official stationary of Conference organizing committees &  
secretariats & Delegations to the conference are also included. 

4. Stamps and postal stationary issued by the host country honoring 

the conference are included. 
5. Official picture post cards issued by the conference secretariat or 

the host country are included. At the authorôs discretion, some 
commercial post cards are also included. 

6. International Reply Coupons cancelled at the conference are 

listed. 
7. Memorabilia such as Delegate ID cards, Phone cards, Souvenir 

folders, etc. may be included for interest, but not in any attempt 

to be comprehensive. 
8. Color images are used where available.  Selected images of  

conference service covers are included. 

9. Catalog prices are listed, with the intent be that they represent 
actual retail price.  

 

 Although some printed copies may be available, the pri-
mary means of publishing this catalog will be electronically, either on 

the UNP website or on a CD.  No study of this sort can ever expect to 

be ñcompleteò, and new discoveries will continue to be found. The 
plan would be to make such additions as they occur, keeping the   

catalog updated. 

 
 Readers are urged to contribute additional information that 

they might have or know of.  Credit will be given when that informa-

tion is used. 
 

 Also, any suggestions you may have to make this catalog 

more useful would be most welcome.  
 

 Enjoy! 

 
   Blanton Clement, Jr. 

    

   bclemjr@yahoo.com 

  

Special Credits 

 
 References and Credits are listed on the last page of this 

chapter.  However, I would like to give special recognition to several 

collectors: 
 

To Michael Konnick, who helped me to get started with UN Confer-

ence collecting, and who encouraged me to write about it. 
 

To Ronald Ginns, who taught me so much about UN postal history, 

both in person and through his Gaines Catalog. 
 

To Jack Mayer, who shared so much of his vast accumulation of UN 

material with me. 
 

To Anton Van Deutekom, who collaborated with me on the League 

of Nations chapter, adding much to its content and organization. 
 

To Albert Pelsser, who collaborated with me on the ICAO chapter. 

 
 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

Electronic Version of Catalog 
 

 An electronic version of this catalog is available at: 
 

http://unpi.com/clem/unpostcards/catalog.asp 

 
 In this version, each chapter is available as a PDF (the UN 

and UPU chapters are three PDFôs each.)  Each of these PDFôs can be 

enlarged, allowing a viewing of much more detail.  Also an electronic 
search for any word, words, or phrase is possible. 

 

 The on-line version is updated as new or better information 
of images becomes available.  When a revision is made on a page, a 

Revision date in red is placed in the bottom header of the page. 

  

 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

Index 
 

 An extensive index is provided.  Every conference city 
except Geneva and New York is listed, with a separate listing by year 

and Agency. Also a large number of words and phrases are listed. 

Thus, if you have an unknown conference cover, finding it in the Index 
will tell you in which chapter and on what page number to find it.  

Even if you have an item unknown to UN philately, the chances are, if 

it is a UN Conference, you will find the Conference listed.  Give it a 
try!  And please let me know if you find an unlisted item.   
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Listing Criteria  

 
The following guide is used for including items in this catalog: 

 

1. Only cancellations, meters, and registry labels used in the host 
city are included.  An exception are such items associated with 

official delegate visits to other cities during the conference. 

2. Cancellations in the host city which refer to the conference are 
included whether they are used at the conference or as publicity 

on general mail. Publicity cancellations will be so noted if this is 

known. 
3. Cancellations and cachets for exhibitions, expositions and forums 

associated with the conference are included. 

4. Cancellations which do not refer to the conference, but which are 
known to have been used at a postal station specifically set up to 

serve the conference are included. 

5. When stamps or postal stationary is issued to honor the confer-
ence, and first day ceremonies are held with three months of the 

conference, and the FD cancel refers to the conference, then that 

cancel is listed. 
6. Only conferences sponsored or co-sponsored by the UN, its 

agencies, or their predecessors are included. An exception is a 

listing of League of Nations related conferences which have been 
listed as League conferences by others. 

7. Conferences of UN or UN Agency Associations are included, but 
listed separately. 

8. Meters used by the conference staff or delegates or used as pub-

licity on sponsoring agency official mail are included. Private 
meters referring to the conference in the host city are included, 

but so identified. 

9. In general, only registry labels or imprints which refer to the 
conference, or temporary labels or imprints used at a conference 

postal station, are included. An exception is a listing of ordinary 

registry labels used by Geneva conferences. 
10. Cachets and imprints are included only when they are known to 

have been applied by the post office, the conference staff, or by 

delegations to the conference. 
11. Corner cards are included only when they refer to the conference. 

Some of these do not refer to the specific conference, but to a 

series of conferences, such as ñInternational Labor Conferenceò.  
These are listed as ñGenericò corner cards.   

12. Delegation corner cards referring to the conference are included. 

13. Corner cards and Service covers from Conference secretariats or 
Organizing Committees are listed.  These may be from cities 

other than the host city, and may be some time before or after the 

actual conference. 
 

Explanation of Listings 

 
Conference Listings 

 
1. Each agency is designated by its usual acronym, such as ILO for 

International Labor Organization. 

2. Within that agency section, conferences are listed in one or more 

divisions. For example, within ILO: 
 A. International Labor ConferenceðC 

 B. Governing BodyðGC 

 C. Regional ConferencesðRC 
 D. Industrial CommitteesðIC 

 E. Other ConferencesðListed by Year/# 

3. If conferences within one of the divisions are numbered, then 
that number is included in the conference number. For example: 

 A. 1st session, International Labor Conferenceï C.1 

 B. 50th session, ILO Governing BodyðGB.50 
4. If conferences within a division are not numbered, and start with 

a letter designation, then they are listed chronologically, such as 

IC.1, IC.2, etc. 
5. If the Year/# numbering method is used, conferences are listed 

chronologically by year, i.e. 1923/1, 1925/1, 1926/1, 1926/2, etc. 

6. An attempt is made to list not only conferences which have a 
known postal history, but others which might have such history, 

not yet discovered.  It is the authorôs discretion as to which of 

these to include. For example, in the ILO listing above: 
 A. All International Labor Conferences are listed. 

 B. Since two or three Governing Body sessions are held  

 annually, and most have no known postal history, the  
 listing is generally limited. Sessions held away from  

 Geneva are listed. 

 C. All known Regional Conferences are listed. 
 D. All known Industrial Committee sessions are listed. 

 E.  Other Conference listings are limited, but an attempt is

 made to include major conferences, and conferences in a  
 series where more than one of the series has postal history. 

7. The minimum conference listing is the name of the conference, 

the conference city, and the dates of the conference. 

 

 Cancel Listings 
 
 Five cancel types are listed, as shown below: 

 

 A. Hand cancel, e.g., UNESCOï 2nd International Oceano-
graphic Congress, Moscow, USSR, 30 May-9 Jun. 1966  (1966/1): 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

            H1. Observed 30 May-9 Jun. 1966 
 

 B. Machine cancel, e.g., UN- 6th session, UN General 

Assembly, Paris, France, 6 Nov. 1951-5 Feb. 1952 (GA.6): 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

                           M1. Observed  Black, Violet-black,  
               6 Nov. 1951 - 24 Jan. 1952 

 

 United Nations Philatelists Monograph, 2011-2013   REV. 15 May 2013                  A5. 



Explanation of Listings, continued 

A6.                                                           REV. 15 May 2013                                                        Postal History of Conferences & Meetings of the United Nations, its Agencies & its Predecessors 

Cancel Listings, continued 

 

 C. Roller cancel, e.g., UPU - 14th Universal Postal Con-

gress, Ottawa, Canada, 14 Aug.-3 Oct. 1957 (C.14): 

                            R1b. Observed 15 Aug. 1957  

                      (Proof only, actual use to be verified) 

 
Note that where more than one version of the same basic cancel exists 

(with only minor letter spacing differences, for example), then the ñaò, 

ñbò, ñcò, etc. distinguishes between these versions.  These differences 
will be described. 

 

 D. Sprayed-on cancel, e.g. UNï World Summit on Sustain-
able Development, Johannesburg, South Africa, 26 Aug.-4 Sep. 2002 

(2002/6): 

              SO1. Observed 28 Aug. 2002 

                                             Publicity 
 

 E. Telegraph, e.g. ILO - 59th session, International Labor 

Conference, Geneva, 5-26 Jun. 1974 (C.59): 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

                                T1.  Observed 18 Jun. 1974 
 

 In addition, there are several kinds of cancels which will be 

noted: 
 

 A. First Day, e.g. ITU - 11th ITU Plenipotentiary Confer-

ence, Malaga-Torremolinos, Spain, 14 Sep.ï 6 Nov. 1982 (P.11): 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
                             H2.  Observed 14 Sep. 1982 

    For FD of Stamp 

 
  

 B. Exhibition, e.g., UNESCOï 1st UNESCO General Con-
ference, Paris, France, 19 Nov.-10 Dec. 1946 (C.1): 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
                    H2. Observed 25 Nov. 1946ï 6 Jan. 1946 

   Science Exposition 
 
C. Publicity, e.g. UNWTO - 6th UNWTO General Assembly, Sofia, 

Bulgaria, 17-26 Sep. 1985 (GA.6): 

                              M1. Observed 28-30 Aug. 1985 
                                             Publicity 

 

 D. Temporary conference post office, with no indication of 
conference.  Examples follow: 

 

 1.  ILOï 9th International Labor Conference, Geneva, 7-24 
June 1926 (C.9): 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

   H1. 

                                  Observed 7-24 Jun. 1926 

 

 2.  ILOï 4th Session, ILO Committee on Chemical Indus-
tries, Geneva, 7-18 Feb. 1955 (IC.41): 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

                                                      H1. 
                                     Observed 7-19 Feb. 1955 

 
 3. UNï 6th Session, UN General Assembly, Paris, France, 

6 Nov.1951ï 5 Feb. 1952 (GA.6): 

 
 

 

  
 

 

 
 

                   H3. 

  Observed 5 Nov. 1951 
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Cachet Listings 

 

 A cachet or imprint is an undated stamped imprint used on 

outgoing mail from the conference.  The cachet may be applied by the 
conference post office, by the conference staff, by a conference dele-

gation, or by other post offices for publicity.  Examples of these usages 

are shown below. 
 

 A. Applied by conference post office, e.g., ILO - 3rd Ses-

sion, ILO Committee on Salaried Employees & Professional Workers, 
Geneva, 10-21 May 1954 (IC.38): 

 

 
 

 

                                 C1. 
 

 B. Applied by Conference staff, e.g. same conference as 

above (IC.38.): 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

                             C2.   Red 
 

 C. Applied by Conference Delegation, e.g. 1919 Peace 

Conference, Paris, 12 Jan. 1919-21 Jan, 1920 (F.1), German Delega-
tion: 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
      C-GE2.  Blue 

 

(Note that Delegation is identified in code included in the number.) 
 

 D. Applied in post offices other than conference post office, 

e.g. WHO - 25th Regional Committee Session for Africa, Yaounde, 
Cameroun, 17-24 Sep. 1975 (RA 

                               C1. 

                   Applied in Yaounde general post office 

 

Seal Listing 

 

 An embossed seal, usually applied to wax or plastic, is 
listed, e.g. World Monetary & Economic Conference, London, 12 Jun.

-22 Jul. 1933 (1933/2): 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
                                   S1. Seal, on mailed item. 

Dispatching Mark Listing  

 

 A dispatching mark is a dated marking applied to outgoing 

mail by the conference staff.  Example below: 
 

 ILO - 27th International Labor Conference, Paris, 15 Oct.ï 

15 Nov. 1945 (C.27): 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

         DM1.  Green 
 

 

Receiving Mark Listing 

 

 A receiving mark is a dated marking applied to incoming 

mail by the conference staff.  Example below: 
 

 WHO - 11th World Health Assembly, Minneapolis, MN, 

USA, 28 May-13 Jun, 1958 (A.11): 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

                                                 RM1. 

 

Meter Listings 

 

 Meters used by conference staff, organizing committee or 
delegates are listed when they can be so identified.  Also, meters used 

for conference publicity are listed; if private, this will be stated. Exam-

ples below: 
 

 A. Meter used by conference staff.  WHO - 14th World 

Health Assembly, New Delhi, India, 7-24 Feb. 1961 (A.14): 

                           F1.  Red, Observed 7-24 Feb. 1961 
 

 B. Meter used by organizing committee. UN - UN Confer-

ence on International Organization, San Francisco, CA, USA, 25 Apr. 
- 26 Jun. 1945 (F.1): 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

                              F1. Red, Observed 22 May, 1945 
           Used by UN Conference Committee 


