
The World’s Capital - The United Nations Headquarters From San Francisco to Turtle Bay
United Nations Conference on International Organization (UNCIO) - April 1945 London General Assembly  - January 1946

After the San Francisco Conference, the Preparatory Commission of the United Nations was given the task of putting together a working organization. The 
Commission met in San Francisco on June 27, 1945, and again in London from August 16, 1945, to December 23, 1945.   During its time in London, the      
Preparatory Commission was bombarded by groups of headquarters supporters vying to gain favor with the Commission’s sub-committee tasked with finding a 
permanent home for the organization.  Delegations from Boston, Philadelphia, San Francisco, and even South Dakota descended on London to court the 
delegates assigned to the sub-committee and to present their arguments why their cities were the “Best” location for the United Nations home.  

The Interim Committee for the Selection of a Site for the Permanent Headquarters of the United Nations was appointed by the Preparatory Commission of the 
United Nations with the adoption at its fourth Plenary Meeting, December 23, 1945 of the report of Committee 8.  The Interim Committee appointed an 
Inspection Group to inspect and report on proposed sites in the United States of America.  It was composed of representatives of China, France, Iraq, the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United Kingdom, Uruguay, and Yugoslavia. At its first meeting, December 29, 1945, the Inspection Group elected Mr. 
Stoyan Gavrilovic’ (Yugoslavia) as its Chairman.

Map of proposed Headquarters site at Turtle Bay.  Associated Press 
Photo from New York Times newsprint archives.

Hand-painted Cachet honoring the UN Conference - Dorothy Knapp 1945

During the first General Assembly in London the United States made an 
invitation to permanently host the United Nations.  The issue of the United 
Nations Headquarters was discussed and a key vote was taken which passed 
a resolution to accept the offer of the United States.  So began the long and 
arduous task of finding a suitable location that was acceptable to the key 
member nations of the UN. 

The Permanent Headquarters Committee was established as an ad hoc 
Committee upon which each member of the General Assembly had the right 
to be represented by Resolution No, 26 (I), adopted at the eighteenth Plenary 
Meeting, January 26, 1946.  Mr Eduarde Zuleta Angel (Colombia), was 
elected Chairman at the first meeting of the Committee.  

As we shall see, the decision to locate the United Nations in New York City 
was made in London by the General Assembly at its first session on February 
14, 1946. 

UN Temporary Headquarters in New York City - Hunter College 1946 
Even before the Preparatory Commission had completed its work in London, and before the General Assembly had formally ratified those recommendations on the structure, the 
Secretariat had found its first “home” in Suite 8H of the Waldorf Astoria Hotel in New York.  From January 1946, through April (shortly after the move to Hunter College), this 
was the Office of the Secretary-General.  The Headquarters Planning Commission was first located here, and some other Secretariat staff used the premises until June 1946.

The first substantial New York site for the UN was at the temporarily 
vacant Bronx campus of Hunter College. The stay lasted only from March 
1946 until August 15, 1946, when the premises had to be vacated to 
make room for Hunter’s new, larger, post-war class. While at Hunter 
College, the UN used P.O. Box 1000 at the New York City General Post 
Office in Manhattan. This probably insured better postal service.

The United Nations Secretariat was officially formed on January 19, 
1946.  It remained partially in London at Church House, Westminster 
Yard across the street from Central Hall, through 1946.

Outgoing letter from UN offices at Hunter College to London, England bearing 
special UN meter slogan type II with provisional UN emblem.  

In anticipation of the intended opening date of the Assembly, the British Post 
Office put into use on December 1, 1945, a special slogan cancel. lts creation 
was the direct result of efforts by Mr. Vernon Duckworth Barker, U. N. Press 
and Publicity Officer, and Lord Noel Baker, Temporary Chairman of the U.N. 
Preparatory Commission. Period of Usage was December 1, 1945 - 
January 19, 1946. Usage as late as January 24, 1946 is known.

Cordell Hull - Father of the 
United Nations.  US Repre-
sentative to the UNCIO and 
chief architect of the UN 
Charter

The United Nations Conference on International Organization convened in San Francisco, CA. on April 12, 1945.  Sixty-one     
nations participated with the principle goal of the meeting to develop the  Charter of the United Nations.  The meeting took place 
at the War Memorial Hall.  The Conference concluded with the signing of the United Nations Charter on June 26, 1945.  During 
the meeting it was decided that the first UN General Assembly meeting should convene later that year in London. Discussions 
included setting up a temporary headquarters for both the Secretary General and the UN Sec-
retariat staff in New York City, and the facilitation of the new organization.   In the midst of the 
conference uninvited delegations from Philadelphia and South Dakota came to San Francisco 
in an attempt to “pitch” their visions of a Permanent Headquarters in their cities.  Their efforts 
did not sway the State Department officials at the conference who were in favor of either a San 
Francisco or New York location for the home of the United Nations.

Propaganda Cachet in support of bringing the UN to the United States

Introduction
This Display Class exhibit is a historical study of the development of the United Nations (UN) Headquarters.  Commencing with the struggles of the fledgling orga-
nization at temporary sites,  to the agreement for a permanent headquarters on Manhattan’s East Side. The exhibit takes us on a unique journey into the events 
that created the UN as we know it today.  We begin with the initial concept for a permanent home, continue with the history of site planning and selection, and 
conclude with the actual construction and occupancy.  The exhibit captures all of these aspects as they transpired through the use of postal items and related 
ephemera from the time period.  The story of the building of the World’s Capital is both fascinating and at times, bizarre.   Take a moment to learn the interesting 
stories behind the making of the iconic UN Headquarters.

Basic Facts:  The UN building complex sits on an 18-acre site stretching along the East River of Midtown Manhattan from 42nd to 48th Streets, in the Turtle Bay 
neighborhood.  Though it is in New York City, the land occupied by the UN Headquarters is considered international territory.  Its’ borders are First Avenue 
(west), East 42nd Street( south), East 48th Street (north) and the East River (east).   Franklin Delano Roosevelt (FDR) Drive passes underneath the Conference 
Building of the complex.

Service cover from the United Nations Conference Committee in San Francisco, CA.                         One of Two Recorded.

Political protest card denouncing General Franco’s regime in Spain 
addressed to Secretary-General Lie bearing scarce UN Post Office 
receipt imprint. 

Special cachet honoring the opening of the Security Council Meeting at Hunter College in 
March 1946.

Incoming letter to Dr. Trygve Lie, the first Secretary-General of the United Nations., 
sent in error to the Hunter College Manhattan location during its first month of 
operation.

ABOVE and RIGHT:  Letter from US 
Ambassador to the United Nations, 
Adlai Stevenson, US Delegation to 
the General Assembly, conveying a 
message from Mr. Arthur Freeland re-
garding the desire to host the United 
Nations Headquarters.

Official entry ticket for UN Security Council Session 
scheduled for August 30, 1946.   

Incoming service cover bearing Hunter College letterhead.  From Brazil via airmail special delivery. 
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Since the UN is an organization of government members, much of its correspondence is handled by diplomatic pouch and courier. For 
much of the forerunner period, this pouch mail was carried by the diplomatic pouches of member states. In addition, before completion 
of UN Headquarters, UN offices in New York City and its suburbs were scattered over a 25 mile distance. Communications between 
these sites were handled through a messenger service.

4.  Goodbye Hunter College - Hello Lake Success 1946 - 1951

The UN maintained Box 1000 at the New York General Post Office (“New York 1”, located at 8th Avenue 
between 32nd and 34th Streets) until October 30, 1946.  A central mail facility operated at Room 6218, 350 
Fifth Avenue (62nd floor, Empire State Building), just a few blocks from the GPO. As a result, even while the 
UN was at Hunter College, most canceled mail received a “New York 1” postmark.

5.  The Second and Fourth General Assembly Meetings - Lake Success 1946, 1947, & 1949

Satellite offices in New York City included the Empire State Build-
ing (350 Fifth Avenue, at 34th Street).  In addition to being the site 
of the United Nations central mail distribution office during 1946,  
the Empire State Building housed a number of UN delegations.  As 
of December 1946,  the Interim Commission for the World Health 
Organization made it’s home there.  The staff of the Protocol and 
Liaison Section were also located here prior to their transition to 
Lake Success

Forced to vacate its Hunter College offices, the UN leased part of Sperry Gyroscope's plant at Lake Success, New 
York, about 25 miles from Manhattan. The move was made between Friday, August 16, and Monday, August 19. 
The first mail dispatched from the new site was on August 20, 1946.  A Pitney Bowes metering machine was located 
in a screened off section of the Great Neck Post Office, that being the facility serving Lake Success. 

Although Lake Success offered more space than Hunter College, the UN was forced to continue to use satellite 
offices in and around Manhattan to house UN Agencies and special offices such as the Headquarters Planning 
Commission.   

UN Lake Success corner card envelope. Sent through mails but certainly made as a souvenir of the FD of Lake Success 
UNPO by attendee.  Hand Cancel was used during the period from September 23, 1946 - December 31, 1950. 
Numbers 1, 2 and 3 exist.

This site, where the 1939 and 1964 World’s Fairs were held, is located about half way between Lake Success and Manhattan. During the periods of Assemblies, a Central Mail and Messenger Unit operated at Room 193A 
of the General Assembly site. The office was open around the clock, with messenger service to other United Nations sites in Manhattan and Lake Success.

The United Nations’ sole presence in Long lsland 
City (just across the East River from Manhattan and 
current UN site) was at a facility from which bulk 
mailings were made. The imprints from the two meter 
machines located at that site are among the most 
elusive items.

The Permanent Headquarters Committee created two sub-committees to review specific sites for possible use as the United Nations Permanent Headquarters.  Sub-Committee 1, to inspect and report on proposed sites in the 
United States,was appointed at the seventeenth meeting, November 14, 1946.  Sub-Committee 2, to inspect and report specifically on the Manhattan East River site,was appointed at the twenty-fifth meeting, December 11, 
1946.

The Permanent Headquarters Committee made two reports to the General Assembly to which adopted the following resolutions thereon Resolution 25 (I) adopted February 14, 1946 and Resolution 100 (I) adopted on 
December 14, 1946:  The Headquarters Commission was established by Resolution No. 25 (I) to report to the Headquarters Committee and  The Headquarters Advisory Committee was established by Resolution No, 100 
(I) which during its plenary meeting on January 6, 1947, elected Mr. Warren Robinson Austin (United States of America) as its Chairman.

Admission ticket to first session of the 1946 General 
Assembly Meeting at Flushing Meadows, NY.

Hand-painted cachet honoring the Second Session of the General Assembly 1947.

Hand-painted cachet honoring the fourth session of the General Assembly 1949.
Service cover from US Delegation to the United Nations General Assembly sent during the First Session of the meeting.   
Free frank tied by NY General Post Office (GPO) hand-stamp.

When the United Nations moved to the Sperry site at Lake Success in August 1946, 
postal service was provided by the Great Neck Post Office, as noted earlier.     
On September 23, 1946, the Lake Success branch of the Great Neck Post Office 
(known as the “UN Post Office”) opened. lt provided a full range of postal services.

United Nations Flushing Meadows Commemoratives issues 1959 honoring the site of early General Assembly Meetings.

4.1  Bombs Away - The Unusual Story of Stephen Supina and the UN at Lake Success

Stephen Supina was a superior pilot during WWII,  flying over 30 missions.  He received 
many awards,  including five Oak Leaf clusters.  Supina felt that the United States was 
creating too much tension in North Korea,  and that the United Nations was not doing enough to resolve the issues.   After much consideration,  he decided to take 
this matter into his own hands. 

On July 22, 1948, Supina rented a small plane, flew over the U.N. headquarters at Lake Success, New York, and dropped a stick of dynamite right above the 
building. Thankfully, the dynamite detonated before impact, and nobody was injured. The actions did however, cause the message of Supina to be heard around 
the U.S., as New York Times stated, “he had dropped the dynamite in order to call attention for the urgent need for peace.” After the “bombing,” Supina returned 
home, to his brother and said, “I just bombed the UN.”  Supina’s brother,  who happened to be a legislator,  convinced Stephen to turn himself in to the authorities.  
He was ultimately convicted of the crime and sentenced to six months in jail.

Small letter to SG Lie at 
UN Temporary Head-
quarters, Lake Success 
from the South Pacific 
Commission in New 
Caledonia.  

Cover front from UN, Lake Success to London, England.  5c international surface 
mail rate paid.  Tied by Courier of the United Nations machine slogan cancel.

Admission ticket to second session of the 1946 General 
Assembly Meeting at Flushing Meadows, NY.

ABOVE: Service cover 
bearing Hunter College 
stationery and Great Neck 
city marker sent from UN 
Lake Success one month 
after completing transition 
to Sperry Gyroscope plant.



6.  The Third and Fifth General Assembly Meetings - Paris, France 1948 & 1951 

Once again, lacking a permanent location for the General Assembly to convene, the UN was forced to find a temporary location for the meetings.  The French Delegation invited the organization to Paris for the 1948 and 1951 
GA meetings.  During the 159th plenary meeting of GA in Paris, France, on November 18, 1948, the delegates heard a report from Committee 5 regarding the progress on the construction of the headquarters and expenditures 
of the Secretary-General on behalf of the organization to allow for continued activities.  Two resolutions regarding the Permanent Headquarters of the United Nations were unanimously adopted by the delegates.  The Secre-
tary-General thanked the Headquarters Advisory Commission, and especially US Ambassador and Chairman of the Advisory Commission, Warren Austin, for “working unceasingly to establish the headquarters of the United 
Nations in New York.”

Admission ticket to the 1948 General Assembly meeting.

9.  A Citizens Dream - The Black Hills Remember the supporter that showed up at the UNCIO trying to convince the delegates to 
consider the Black Hills for the Permanent Headquarters location?   Well,  that gentlemen was Mr. Paul E. Bellamy,  a prominent citizen involved in 
local politics.   After hearing of his sons death, as an infantryman in the armed service,  Mr. Bellamy decided to devote his time to “proper causes”.    
He believed the Black Hills offered the optimal in space, beauty, and an atmosphere that would welcome peaceful contemplation and would be 
perfect for a UN World Headquarters.  News of his desires quickly spread and he received the backing of several influential mayors and governors 
of Mid-Western states, who also felt the middle of the country offered the best qualities for a UN city.  

They even produced a lovely invitation and some preliminary sketches of the United Nations of the World Headquarters which was massive in 
scale.  Unfortunately, their dreams fell by the wayside as the UN Delegates and U.S. State Department Officials preferred a coastal location for the 
Headquarters.

French commemoratives honoring the United Nations General Assembly meeting in Paris 1948.  Imperforate margin pairs.

Trygve Lie, Secretary-General, in closing  his plenary speech on 
November 16, 1951, at the 348th session of the General Assem-
bly had this to say:

“It is the duty, the sacred obligation of the Members of the Unit-
ed Nations not to let pass a single opportunity to increase hope 
and lessen fear for the peoples of the world by the time this 
session of the General Assembly comes to an end. That is what 
the peoples of the world are waiting for.”

Service cover from the 1951 GA meeting  bearing set of French commemoratives tied by conference circular date stamp.  Sent 
to Dr. Ralph Bunche, who served as Assistant to the United Nations Special Committee on Palestine, and thereafter as the Prin-
cipal Secretary of the UN Palestine Commission.

7.  AH Westchester Looks Good

BELOW: original survey maps of the Westchester Area sites prepared for the 
United Nations Headquarters Commission.

8. The Fight for Stamford and Greenwich, Connecticut - “Not In My Backyard”

Patriotic cachet promoting the United Nations relocation to Connecticut

Although Site 2 in the Stamford/Greenwich Connecticut area was considered the best location by the Interim Site 
Selection Committee,  the local residents rejected the idea in strong numbers.  As a result,  some of the Delegates 
on the Permanent Headquarters Committee decided it was not appropriate to “force” the UN Headquarters 
where it was not desired.

Letter from Officials in towns neighboring the proposed Stamford site rejecting the idea of 
bringing the UN to the area.  

Remember the Interim Site Selection Committee for the Selection of Permanent Headquarters Site 
of the United Nations that was appointed by the Preparatory Commission?  Well after their study 
of the various locations, they developed a proposal from Russian Delegation identifying “Site 2” 
from the Westchester area as the most suitable option for the Permanent Headquarters.   

Below map of Westchester County, New York, and Southern Connecticut showing the major sites 
considered for the United Nations Permanent Headquarters.  Site “D” was selected as the best 
option by the Interim Headquarters Committee. 

A large public hearing was convened during the summer of 1946 in Connecticut with a significant number of 
citizens arguing against the plan.  The room was so crowded, it was estimated that nearly 1000 additional 
citizens were required to listen from outside the auditorium.

Mount Rushmore Commemorative 
in the South Dakota Black Hills.

Collective Sheet and souvenir post card of the UN meeting site 
bearing special French issue honoring the 1952 Assembly.

Hand drawn first day cover by Ralph Dyer commemorating the UN General Assembly 
meetings at the Palais de Chaillot, Paris France.  Special wreath FD cancel used.

ABOVE: Artist rendition of the United Nations of the World Headquarters, 
from the South Dakota Invitation.  

Mount Rushmore airmail issue plate block.  

One of three known

Associated Press Image, New York office. April 1946.



Senator William H. Lodge Jr. Free Frank envelop posted July 1947 to Colonel Charles Rau, Post Commander at 
the Presidio Army Base.

10.2  How About Hyde Park?

Roosevelt commemorative first day cover featuring Hyde Park, one of the sites con-
sidered by Sub-Committee 1 as the Permanent Headquarters of the United Nations. 
(Knapp)

Cut square bearing signature of President Franklin Delano Roosevelt

10.  The Search for a New Home - The Work of the Site Selection Committee
On November 14, 1946, having failed to secure the Westchester County site by vote of the General Assembly, The Permanent Headquarters Com-
mittee decided to reopen the site selection process and to evaluate alternate sites in NY, Boston, Connecticut, Philadelphia, and San Francisco.    
When their evaluation was completed Philadelphia and San Francisco were ranked highest, with Westchester falling to third position.  Very few 
philatelic items have been found that document the existence of the committee and their work.

The Major Competitors for the honor of hosting the United Nations.

 
State Location(s)

Massachusetts Boston, Blue Hills, Middlesex 
Fells, Marlborough

New York NYC, Flushing Meadows, 
Westchester County

California San Francisco (Presidio)

Pennsylvania Philadelphia

Connecticut Stamford, Greenwich

While most of the proposals were quickly evaluated and rejected, 
a few significant proposals required extended visits to the locations 
and development of detailed studies of the topography, populations, 
and climate, as well as aesthetic features. 

10.3  California Here We Come....The Presidio
Having hosted a successful international conference during the 1945 UNCIO, San Francisco was seen as one 
of the best alternatives to the New York Westchester area.  Australia and China both preferred the West Coast, 
while European nations favored the Eastern Seaboard.  

Postcards mailed to the UN Site Selection Committee during their work 
in the Boston, Mass. area.  The committee was stationed at the Statler 
Hotel.   Most of these cards bear a written statement in favor of making 
the Boston area the Permanent Headquarters location.

10.1  A Trip to Boston...and Beyond

10.4  The Push for Flushing Meadows - “Let’s Keep the UN Home in New York”
While the United Nations Delegates and Secretariat members struggled to keep the fledgling organization running effectively and 
efficiently in various temporary Headquarters locations around New York City, a grass roots effort was building momentum to try 
to keep the United Nations in New York.  Although the majority of UN personnel initially believed the organization would be better 
served outside of New York City,  influential members of the Headquarters Planning Office, the Headquarters Advisory Committee, 
the New York City Commission, and political figures from the New York Support Group hoped to keep the United Nations in New 
York.

Portrait of Robert Moses who was selected 
as the New York Coordinator of Construc-
tion for the Permanent Headquarters effort.  
He was well known for designing a great 
majority of the beautiful parkways and rec-
reational areas on Long Island. 

Moses was a staunch supporter of making 
the Flushing Meadows site the permanent 
home of the UN and was instrumental in 
having NY City invest nearly $2,000,000 to 
improve the Flushing site and to prepare an 
extensive proposal for a monumental UN 
City at the Flushing Meadows location.

Senate free frank envelop bearing the auto-pen signature of Warren Austin, Republi-
can Senator from Vermont.  Senator Austin became the Chairman of the Headquar-
ters Advisory Committee.   When the Permanent Headquarters Committee could not 
find a suitable New York site, he proposed a resolution to postpone the General 
Assembly vote on a Permanent Headquarters in an attempt to buy more time to find 
a potential “New York” solution. True Comic series edition entitled “World Watchman” featured the life of Trygve Lie, Secretary 

General of the United Nations, “One of the highest positions in the world.”
Personal letter from New York City Mayor William O’Dwyer to the 
parents of a soldier killed in action during the War.  

RIGHT:  Mayor O’Dwyer also wanted to keep the UN in his city, and 
supported Robert Moses’ plans for the Flushing site.  Unfortunately 
the Site Selection Committee, having visited the site, determined it was 
unsuitable for the purpose, siting concerns that the backfilled swamp 
land would not support the structural requirements of a modern sky-
scraper.  In fact, many members of the committee expressed concerns 
that the site lacked any aesthetic qualities which, a United Nations 
Headquarters   naturally required.

LEFT:  Press photo of model UN complex proposed for a San Francis-
co site at Twin Peaks.

AP Wirephoto from the Oakland Tribune Library, June 11, 1945.Members of the Interim Site Selection Committee heading 
back to London to report their findings to the UN General 
Assembly. (50% reproduction from original AP photo)

Secretary-General, 
Trygve Lie

Hand-drawn FDC by Dyer honoring the UN General Assembly at Flushing Meadows 1959. 

Pairs of both 4c and 8c issues tied by special first day wreath hand cancellation.

Secretary-General Lie publicly maintained a neutral position with regard to the site selection process.  However, as the options for a New York-
based site location were rejected by the Site Selection Committee he met with city officials to see if anything could be done to secure a suitable 
site in New York City.

Early view of the San 
Francisco Bay and the 
Presidio in the fore-
ground.

Divided Back postcard 
published by Edward 
Mitchell, San Francisco, 
CA. Unused.

Official Geneva Cachet for the Flushing Meadows General Assembly issues.  Pair tied 
by machine first day cancellation.

Gray Line Tour Bus Ticket to 
Golden Gate Park and the 
Presidio.  

Photographic image of Flushing Meadows Center produced by 



Patriotic Cinderella stamp promoting Philadelphia as the “United Nations Capital.”

11.  A Look Back at San Francisco - And the Rekindled Competition for the Site Selection Committee

As news spread that the UN General Assembly had decided against pursuing the Westchester County Site, many Cities that had  
lobbied so strongly in San Francisco back in 1945 and London in 1946 found themselves again competing in earnest to gain 
favor with the Site Selection Committee.  Elaborate brochures and booklets were created to tell the UN Establishment what splendid 
features these locations could offer for a permanent home for the United Nations.  Featured in these propaganda documents were 
images of historic landmarks, parks, recreational facilities, educational institutes, and of course personal greetings and well wishes 
from many political, business, and academic leaders in these locations.

Official Philadelphia UN Headquarters invitation brochure given out to the members of the United Nations Conference 
on International Organization, San Francisco, California, 1945.

The Philadelphia City Council was instrumental in securing land and concessions necessary to support 
an invitation for the UN to move its permanent headquarters to the “City of Brotherly Love.”

11.2  Philadelphia - The Home of American Freedom
The great city, home to Independence Hall, the Liberty Bell, and Benjamin Franklin was actually chosen by the UN 
Site Selection Committee as the best candidate for the honor of being the permanent home of the United Nations.  
However, as we shall see in the following frame, that honor was not to be, due to the efforts of many and the 
generosity of one Man.

11.1  Chicago - Crossroads of the United States 
The Chicago effort was spearheaded by Mayor Edward Kelly, who envisioned the city on the lake to be the perfect location for the UN Head-
quarters.  After all, Chicago was a bustling city, full of life, economic success, and a gateway to the rest of the country.  Kelly was a staunch 
supporter of President Roosevelt, having become Chicago’s Mayor the same year Roosevelt took office.  Kelly said of the President, “Roosevelt 
is my religion,” during numerous campaign speeches for FDR.  Kelly commissioned this brochure below for distribution at the San Francisco con-
ference and recruited some powerful allies, including Architect, Charles Morgan, associated of Frank Lloyd Wright, to develop some conceptual 
drawing of a UN City on the lake shore.  

Independence Hall definitive 
issue plate block.

11.4  Oklahoma - Why Not? 
Like Chicago, the idea of Oklahoma being the Capital of the World, was envisioned by a passionate state legislator 
named, Ben P. Choate.  Mr. Choate wrote letters to numerous public officials included President Truman and John D. 
Rockefeller., Jr., and even consulted with Choctaw Chief, Ben Durant, to secure the possibility of offering the UN land of 
the Choctaw Nation.  

11.3  Navy Island - Niagara Falls and Washington D.C.
The fight to host the UN was not just limited to large metropolitan cities, such as Chicago and Philadelphia.  During the frenzy that had 
become the search for the permanent headquarters, smaller cities and even smaller islands go caught up in the excitement.  Locals 
from the Niagara Falls area of New York envisioned a permanent UN city in the style of Washington D.C. Complete with high rise 
buildings and monuments, likened to the US Capitol and Washington Monument.  This location would offer the best of international 
charm as it was situated conveniently between the United States and Canada to the north.

Original Color lithographic print of Navy Island circa 1850.

Unknown artist rendition of the UN Capital of the World on Navy Island.
Bridging the international territories between the USA and Canada.

Cinderella stamps issued to com-
memorate the UN Conference in 
San Francisco, 1945.

Service cover from the French Delegation to the UN Conference in San Francisco.  
The French favored an East Coast location for the permanent headquarters. 

Domestic airmail letter to conference bearing French Delegation handstamp receipt marking.     (One Recorded)

Letter from Canada to staff member at UN Temporary Headquarters, Lake Success, 
New York, during the 1947 General Assembly Session.  

Reply card sent from UN Lake Success to ICAO, Montreal, Canada, bearing 
UN forerunner meter type II slogan.  PB 115515.

Hand drawn FDC by Dorothy Knapp commemorating FDR, the “Citizen of the World.”

LEFT: British cover 
bearing two strikes 
of the London Slogan 
Cancel honoring the 
UN General Assembly 
Meeting at the 
Methodist Central 
Hall in London.

RIGHT: Undivided Back post-
card showing Independence 
Hall circa 1854, produced 
by Ill. Post Card Co., NY. 
Unused.



12.  And the Winner is...New York City
The site chosen by the United Nations was a run-down area of slaughterhouses, light industry and a railroad barge landing. 
A $65 million plan for the construction of the site was approved by the General Assembly on November 20, 1947.  To finance 
construction, the US Government made an interest-free loan of $65 million to the UN.  This amount had been repaid by 1982.
Associated Press photo #19511 D, New York.

Stock certificate from Webb & Knapp, the development firm William Zeckendorf joined in 1938 and acquired in 1949.  Under his control, the 
firm developed, amongst other projects, Roosevelt Airfield, which was the site of the start of the transatlantic flights of Charles Lindbergh and 
Amelia Earhart.  Note the vignette of the certificate features an image of the UN Headquarters.

The Headquarters building complex sits on an 18-acre site stretching along the East River from 42nd to 48th Streets.  Though it 
is in New York City, the land occupied by the United Nations Headquarters is considered international territory, and its borders 
are First Avenue west, East 42nd Street south, East 48th Street north and the East River east. FDR Drive passes underneath the 
Conference Building of the complex.

Letter addressed to John D. Rockefeller, Esq., bearing German Ship cancel.

Congressional Record - July 1947

Message from the President of the United States of America, 
Harry S. Truman, to the U.S. Congress, requesting adoption of an 
agreement between the United States and the United Nations for 
the purposes of allowing the organization to control and adminis-
ter a Headquarters in New York City.

President Truman, closed his speech by saying, in part, 

“I urge the Congress to give early consideration to the enclosed 
agreement and to authorize this Government, by join resolution, 
to give effect to its provisions.”

Record of the activities of the UN General Assembly, July 1946.  Article 16 discusses the negotiations be-
tween the UN, the US Government, and NY City authorities to secure a suitable agreement.

Copy of letter from J.D. Rockefeller to Dr. Eduardo Zuleta Angel, Chairman 
of the Permanent Headquarters Committee, offering a gift of $8,500,000 to 
purchase the land proposed by Zeckendorf on the East River. (UN Archives 
Collection)

12.2 Chronology of Major activities culminating in the Selection of New York City.
July 1946, Harrison visits Zeckendorf to discuss X-City.

Dec. 6, 1946  Zeckendorf read NY Times article on the debates for a UN Site,  the subsequent rejection of the San Francisco location,  and 
the likelihood of the selection of Philadelphia as the home of the UN.   He realizes he has the ideal site located on the East River.  Zecken-
dorf contacts NYC Mayor O’Dwyer and offers the Turtle Bay site for Zeckendorf contacts NYC Mayor O’Dwyer and offers the Turtle Bay 
site for $8,500,000. 

Dec. 7, Harrison works feverishly on drafting some preliminary ideas for a UN Headquarters on the X-City site.

Dec. 8, Nelson Rockefeller returns from a trip to Mexico and asks if the Permanent Headquarters Committee (PHC) would consider settling 
in the NY Area.  

Dec. 9, Warren Austin drafts a resolution to the PHC that a decision on the location of the Headquarters be postponed to allow more time 
perhaps for a “New York” Solution.

Dec. 10, That evening Nelson calls his father back and they discuss proposals to gift part of the family’s Tarrytown estate, and to study the 
X-City site.   After much deliberation he receives an affirmation that if the X-City site could be purchased he was prepared to donate it to 
the United Nations.  The donation would require that the Federal Government waive the gift tax.  Harrison meets with Zeckendorf and they 
agree in principle to the exchange of property owned by Webb and Knapp for a sum of $8,500,000.

Dec. 11,   J.D. Rockefeller approves and signs a letter and memorandum to the UN.  Nelson Rockefeller delivers the letter to Dr. Zuleta 
Angel, PHC Chairman, who presents it to the committee.  The PHC by a vote of 39 to 7 appoints a subcommittee to study the proposal and 
report back the following day.

Dec. 12,  The subcommittee reports back enthusiastically about the proposal.  Austin removes his resolution of Dec 9, to postpone the Head-
quarters vote, and submits two resolutions: one to accept the offer and a second to request the Secretary-General prepare plans and esti-
mates for the construction of the UN Headquarters at the X-City location.  

Dec. 14, the General Assembly convenes the 65th Plenary Session, and, in part, votes in favor of a resolution to accept the gift of J.D. 
Rockefeller to purchase the land at Turtle Bay for use in constructing the Permanent Headquarters of the United Nations.  The Resolution 
passes by a vote of 46 to 7.  New York City has won the competition to become the World’s Capital!

Aerial view of Manhattan facing the East River.  The UN site is directly 
to the left of the large 3-stack power plant owned by Consolidated Edi-
son commonly known as Con-Ed.

View of Turtle Bay looking southward prior to the demolition 
of the slaughterhouses and vacant tenement apartments and 
office buildings.  

12.1  The Offer

The UN Organization had been searching for a permanent site, 
and when developer William Zeckendorf heard that the UN’s 
plans fell through he proposed using “X City” as the Permanent 
Headquarters of the United Nations.

William Zeckendorf standing along the East River in Brooklyn, 
NY.  The UN complex is seen in the background, circa 1964.

Nelson Rockefeller John D. Rockefeller

Letter from Chilean Consulate to Arther David Owen, Adjunct Secretary General.  

Domestic surface mail 3c paid with special delivery surcharge 13c posted from Church Street Station, Manhattan.  

Produced by John Loengard, Life Magazine, 1985, Time Inc.

Hand-painted Cachet FDC by Wild 
Horse for U.S. Congress Bicentenni-
al commemorative 1989.

1947 Senate credentials 
pass for Edwin Carl John-
son, Senator from Colorado 
1937-1955.



Specifications for Secretariat office requirements and draft sketches of the possible UN Headquarters complex.

13. The Headquarters Planning Office Gets to Work

The international team of design and construction consultants as well as UN and US officials charged with developing 
the plans for the Permanent United Nations Headquarters. 

Service mail from the Headquarters Planning Office when they occupied the building on East 42nd Street.  The building 
was  demolished in 1960 to make way for the Hammarskjold Library.

Official signing of the 
$2.5 million contract be-
tween the United Nations 
and American Bridge 
Company to commence 
with the steel construction 
of the Permanent United 
Nations Headquarters.  
Mr. Wallace Harrison 
(standing), Director of 
Planning, and Mr. Byron 
Price, Assistant Secre-
tary-General (seated).  In 
background is a photo of 
one of the many models 
of the UN complex that 
were created during the 
design phase.

Remnant from original architectural drawing for the UN Secretariat ceiling plan 

14. The Design Unfolds - International Style of Architecture

The International Style, which originated in Europe, had social and political implications as it was frequently associated with progressive, reform-oriented architects and patrons.  The Secretariat and General 
Assembly Buildings are an example of the International Style of modern architecture, with its open interiors, minimal ornamentation, and regularity, as well as an extensive use of glass. Its design illustrates an 
international effort, combining the modern architectural styles of the numerous regions represented by its Board of Design Consultants, creating a unique structure that did not represent a single nation’s style 
but rather the architectural style of the unified world after World War II.

Code-named Model #23A - this rendition is generally attributed to Le Corbusier.  This scale model was erected at the site of the UN 
General Assembly, at Flushing Meadows Park, to allow the members of the General Assembly to view the proposed design of the 
Permanent Headquarters.

Even though Mies van der Rohe did not 
join the design team of the Secretariat, 
the design of the Secretariat was cer-
tainly influenced by van der Rohe’s post 
World War I glass skyscraper projects.  

Finn Juhl - Designer of the UN 
Security Council Meeting Hall

Even the Film Department got involved in the excitement of 
the design effort.

Oscar Neimeyer - 
Brazilian Architect

Charles Le Corbusier, 
France, architect on 
the 10-member Board 
of Design Consultants.

Hand-painted cachet honoring the Celebrate the Century series and the design of 
the UN Secretariat Building.Ludwig Mies van der Rohe the father of 

International Style architecture.

Remnant of Planning Board document from Wallace Harrison, Director of Planning.

The Planning Commission was housed in the RKO Building at Rockefeller which loomed large over mid-town Manhattan at the 
time.  It is thought that the surroundings may have influenced the Commission’s ultimate selection of architectural style for the 
new Secretariat building.  

Divided Back postcard produced by Department of Public Information, 
United Nations.  Unused.  

Richard Schermerhorn, Jr - Schermerhorn (1877-1962), enjoyed a long and fruitful career 
as a landscape architect and engineer.  In 1905 he opened his own office in New York City, 
practicing there until 1958. His commissions included designs for public parks, the grounds 
of educational institutions, real estate subdivisions, many private estates, country clubs, and 
cemeteries.  

ABOVE:  Photo from the Office of 
Assistant to Chairman, United States 
Steel Corporation.  December 10, 
1948.

Photo essay for UN 1968 definitive.



15.  Onward With Construction - Materials from Around the Globe

Razing of the site was begun in July 1947 and ground for 
the Secretariat building broken on September 14, 1948.   
During a brief ceremony demolition of present structures 
on the United Nations Permanent site was begun, Byron 
Price, United States, Assistant Secretary-General for Admin. 
and Financial Services, Hugo Rogers, Manhattan Borough 
President, and William O’Dwyer, Mayor of the City of New 
York, remove the first shovelful’s of dirt.   

The Queens-Borough (59th street) Bridge can be seen in the 
background.

Gathering for the start of demolition.  A large steam shovel can be 
seen in the background.  These machines were used to excavate the 
foundation of the UN complex.

Early construction photo at the UN site on 42nd 
street.  Note the building in the image, 405 E 42nd 
street, was the home of the Planning Board, UNICEF, 
and other UN agencies during the early years.

United States Steel Corporation was awarded the contract to supply the steel for the project.

Aerial view of the Secretariat Building taking shape.  Note the demolition of the surrounding 
areas to make way for the General Assembly and Conference center (seen along the East 
River in from of the Secretariat).  The Headquarters Planning Board was housed in the small 
office building to the left of the Secretariat.  

15.2  Steel - Hundreds of thousands of linear feet of steel beams were used to build the skeleton of the Secretariat and General Assembly Buildings.

East German issues honoring 
labor including steel production

15.1 Chronology of Major activities during the construction 
of the Permanent Headquarters of the United Nations.
From the report of the Secretary-General to the General Assembly during the 5th meet-
ing, Lake Success, 1950.

It is a matter of satisfaction to report that, despite certain unforeseen delays, good 
progress has been made during the past year in the construction of the Permanent 
Headquarters on the Manhattan site. The first structure, the Secretariat office building, 
the contract for which was let on 28 January 1949, is expected to be completed by Au-
gust or September 1950.  It is expected that a few of the offices of the Secretariat will 
be moved into the new building in the early autumn of 1950 and that the majority of the 
personnel will be transferred in January 1951.

In October 1949, a contract was awarded for the construction of the southern half of 
the underground parking garage, the second structure to be undertaken.  This building, 
which will accommodate approximately 500 cars, has been completed and is in use by 
the delegations and the Secretariat. When the northern half is added to it, the total 
garage capacity will be about 1,500 cars.  

In January 1950, a contract was let for the third unit, comprising the three Council 
chambers and the principal committee rooms, and including the extension of the site 
area over the Franklin D. Roosevelt Drive. Work on this contract is proceeding satisfacto-
rily and it is expected that the Council chambers and committee rooms will be ready for 
occupancy during the summer of 1951.

The last building to be constructed will be the General Assembly auditorium and the 
northern half of the parking garage, for which structural steel has been ordered and a 
contract for construction signed on 30 June 1950.  It is hoped that the premises will be 
ready for use by the General Assembly for its session in 1952.

Demolition Begins on United Nations Permanent Headquarters. 

Service badge worn by Iron workers 
from Fuller-Turner-Walsh-Slattery Inc., 
heavy equipment firm selected to 
construct the United Nations Head-
quarters.

Northern facade of Secretariat Building clad in Vermont marble.

Divided Back photo postcard produced by Fitts Photo Shop, Framingham, 
MA.  Used December 14, 1951. 



15.  Onward With Construction - Materials from Around the Globe

15.6  Adhesives and Sealants - Advanced chemical products were used 
to seal the flat roof line of the UN Secretariat Building.

Hundreds of miles of copper cabling being run through the Secretariat Building for electri-
cal and telephone Service.  Here technicians run phone line.

Photo credit ACME, New York Bureau #943601, July 7, 1950.

15.3  Glass - The General Assembly Building north facade is comprised of translucent glass panels, designed 
specifically for the building, set into marble piers, corresponding with the 53.5 foot high plate glass window of the 
south facade, also set within a marble frame.  

The Secretariat is 38 stories tall, 544 feet high, 287 feet wide and 72 feet thick with 5,400 operable windows and 
5,400 glass spandrel.  The glass in the aluminum-framed windows, can bring a maximum amount of natural light to 
the office space (20 acres), and is designed to retain solar heat.  The reason for the selection of blue-green-toned 
Thermo-pane windows for the east and west facades was that they lessened the heating effect of the sun.  The sky-
scraper is considered New York’s earliest glass curtain wall.

The iconic dome of the General Assembly Building is comprised of copper 
sheeting.  Divided Back postcard produced by Acacia Card Company, NY.

15.4  Copper - The Assembly Dome and Internal Wiring

Hand painted cachet honoring dog team mail canceled in Copper Center, Alaska - 
Knapp 1948.

Printers proof - Imperforate vertical 
pair showing the UN Building com-
plex for 6c 1968 United Nations 
definitive issue.  Note the copper 
dome above the General Assembly 
Building.  Inside beneath the dome 
is the main Assembly Hall, compris-
ing the second, third, and fourth 
floors of the structure at 165 feet in 
length, 155 feet in width, and 75 
feet in height.  

Allied Chemical Corporation was awarded the contract for roof sealant at the United 
Nations Headquarters.   

Above: letter from PPG office, Butte, Montana, to Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  Paid 3c domestic 1/2 oz. rate tied by Railroad Post 
Office (RPO) hand cancel. 

Vermont Marble
The windowless north and south ends of 
the Secretariat are clad in marble plates 
from Vermont.

These two facades have minimal ornament 
and are comprised of English limestone 
with Vermont marble panels and trim-
mings to correspond with the north and 
south facades of the Secretariat Building 
to the southeast.

Gibraltar stamps produced with fine crystals of actual limestone.

Envelop posted in Limestone, Tennessee, in August 1947. Paid 3c domestic 1/2 oz. rate.  

Early Americana post cards showing mining operations at a marble quarry in Rutland, Vermont, “The Marble Capital of the World”

Early advertising cover from the Rutland Marble Company, Rutland, Vermont, 
where the marble for the United Nations Headquarters was mined.

Skywalker - Construction crew member working on one of 
the Thermo-panes on the easterly facade of the Secretariat 
Building.

Divided Back postcard, Bedrich Grunzweig, Photo Chron-
icals Ltd., NY.  Unused.

Massive walls of green tinted glass. November 2, 1950

Undivided Back postcard.  Publisher, unknown. Unused.

15.5  Stone - The Secretariat and General Assembly Buildings were designed to mix both English limestone and American (Vermont) marble to create a beautiful and sim-
plistic facade that exemplified unity and international co-operation among nations.

English Limestone

Early cover from the Vermont Marble Company in Proctor, Vermont.  Vermont stone was 
chosen by the International Design Committee for use on the facades of the Secretariat 
and General Assembly Buildings.

Early advertising card 
showing facade of the  UN 
Secretariat Building.

Early letter from Marble Falls, Texas bearing unusual rectangular cancel.

Airmail cover bearing sheet copper 
cachet from Butte Mines, honoring 
Montana Air Mail Week 1937.  Sent to 
Cleveland, Ohio paying the domestic 6c 
airmail rate for the period.

Divided Back postcards, the Tuttle Co., Rutland, 
Vermont.  Above, unused.  Right, used July 22, 
1922, Brockton, MA.

Divided Back postcard produced by Kodak  
for the Kodak Exhibit, P.P.A. Convention, 
New York, 1961.  Unused.



16.  The Interior Design and Artwork from Around the World

While construction of the buildings continued the Architects and Engineers toiled over the requirements for 
the Headquarters interior spaces.  Consideration was given to the number and compliment of member nation 
representatives to the Economic and Social Council, Security Council, and Trusteeship Council, as well as all 
the supporting staff necessary to carry out the functions of the respective organizations.  Accommodations 
for guests and dignitaries were also evaluated; as was space for the hundreds of members of the Permanent 
Secretariat staff.  Both ingress and egress pathways throughout the complex were considered to ensure ade-
quate facilities, providing efficient travel, were designed into the buildings.

Results of the Planning Commission and Board of Architects and Engineers study to define the requirements 
for the United Nations Headquarters Complex.

As the interior space concepts evolved, member nations created special gifts to adorn the complex interiors 
with splendid works of Art representing the many peoples, cultures, and ethnicities represented by the United 
Nations.  These gifts included, both materials for construction and expertise in construction and fabrication, 
as well as, finished paintings, tapestries, sculptures, and other artifacts.  Often these precious objects were the 
works of great contemporary masters such as Chagall, Miro, Dali, Rockwell, and many others.  To this day, 
member nations continue to donate important, meaningful, dramatic, and of course, beautiful works of art to 
inspire the UN staff and excite the many thousands of visitors to the complex annually.

The Major Chambers - Economic and Social Council, Trusteeship Council and the Security Council Chamber.

All three of these spaces were designed by Scandinavian designers, primarily at the request of William Harri-
son, after each Country offered to provide their assistance.    Swedish designer Sven Markelius, Danish archi-
tect Finn Juhl, and Norway’s Arnstein Arneberg are credited with the designs for the Economic and Social, 
Trusteeship, and Security Council chambers, respectively.  

16.1 Great Masterpieces from Renowned Artists

Brazilian Peace Mural - entitled “War” and “Peace” were presented to the United Nations 
by Brazil in 1957. The murals, each measuring 34 by 46 feet, were painted by the late 
Brazilian artist Candido Portinari. They are located on the east and west walls of the 
delegates’ lobby on the ground floor in the General Assembly building. 

General Assembly entrance door bronze reliefs executed in nickel-plated 
bronze was designed by Ernest Cormier, an architect on the design team.  
The panels were a gift of Canada. 

Japanese Peace Bell 
was gifted to the Unit-
ed Nations in 1964 by 
the UN Association of 
Japan.   

The bell was cast from 
coins from people in 
over 60 nations.

The structure surround-
ing the bell is made of 
cypress wood in the de-
sign of a Shinto Shrine.  

The inscription on the 
bell reads “Long Live 
Absolute World Peace.”

“The Four Seasons and the Genius 
of the Year,” is a third century 
mosaic which was given to the 
United Nations by Tunisia in 1961.  
It is located in the Delegates North 
lounge at the Headquarters.

First-class card rate paid 13c tied 
by machine slogan cancel honor-
ing conservation and protection of 
nature. 

Swedish commem-
orative Canceled 
Arneberg -1947

Michigan: Juhl 1895 Cover, DPO Sanilac Co.  Paid 2c letter rate to Indiana.  

Chagall Stained Glass window - gift of Mr. Chagall in honor of Secretary General Dag Hammarskjold and the others who perished in a plane crash in the Congo during the UNOC 
Peacekeeping Mission.   Original UNIQUE Artcraft Cachet artwork.  

Photogragh of UN General Assembly entrance 
doors.  From the NY Historical Society.

Painting by American artist, Norman Rockwell.  Gift to the 
United Nations by the artist.  

WFUNA Lithograph (2176/2500) for the UN 1973 Human 
Rights commemorative issues, reprinted through the courtesy 
of the Saturday Evening Post @1961, The Curtis Publishing 
Company, Indianapolis, Indiana.



17.  The Cornerstone Ceremony
The cornerstone of the United Nations Permanent Headquarters was laid on United 
Nations Day, 24 October, at a special open-air General Assembly meeting held on the 
site of the Headquarters building in Manhattan, New York. The ceremony, marking the 
Fourth Anniversary of the United Nations, was attended by U.S. President, Truman, who 
was the principal speaker. Secretary-General Trygve Lie deposited in the stone copies of 
the United Nations Charter and of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Seating in image below is where the Dag 
Hammarskjold Library now resides.

Articles 1 - 3 of the Declaration of Human Rights

Articles 4 - 6 of the Declaration of Human Rights

Mastercraft commemorative cover honoring the laying of the United Nations cornerstone.

Original letter from United Nations Headquarters Planning Office providing the 
list of those dignitaries who were lucky enough to receive Memorial Trowels  
after the Cornerstone ceremony.

Cornerstone being brought into its 
resting place.  Secretary-General 
Trygve Lie (Dark Suite) observes a 
worker aligning the Cornerstone to its 
pedestal.  Mr. Lie and Mr. Harrison 
would later trowel cement below the 
stone before it is lowered into place.  

Guest invitation to the official Cornerstone ceremony.  Note the revised 
date from April 10, 1949, to October 24, 1949, which was necessary 
due to the efforts to complete arrangement by the Headquarters 
Planning Commission and the City of New York.

Draft letter from Secretary-General, Trygve Lie to Harry S. Truman, President of the United States, inviting 
him to personally attend the Cornerstone ceremony at the Permanent United Nations Headquarters.

The Cornerstone ceremony begins to take shape as thousands of chairs are arranged and a 
special podium adorned with a large UN emblem is constructed.

President Truman began his speech with these words.

“We have come together today to lay the cornerstone of the Permanent Head-
quarters of the United Nations. These are the most important buildings in the 
world, for they are the center of man’s hope for peace and a better life. This is 
the place where the nations of the world will work together to make that hope a 
reality.”

Official Cornerstone program produced by the UN Publications Office given to 
attending dignitaries from around the world.  

Misperf variety    Signature of President Truman on US “Towards United  
      Nations” commemorative issue.

Over-inked yellow color printing variety 

Staehle commemorative cover honoring United Nations Week and cornerstone ceremony.

Early UN Cinderella stamps honoring UN Day. 

Photo credit Associated Press #10947 C New York Office, October 23, 1949.

Service cover from the Office of the Secretary-General, Lake Success to Park Ave Theaters.  During the months leading up 
to the Cornerstone Ceremony, the City of New York was abuzz with excitement.  Musical productions, fancy dinner parties 
for special guests and UN dignitaries, and small celebrations took place throughout Manhattan.  Local theaters, music halls,  
and restaurants provided the venues for these activities.

Photo credit Department of Public Information, United Nations, #41, October 1949.



18.  Opening of the United Nations Headquarters and the Grand Celebrations

Opening of the United Nations Post Office 

18.1  The First United Nations Day Ceremony at Permanent Headquarters
UN Day marks the anniversary of the entry into force in 1945 of the UN Charter. With the ratification of this 
founding document by the majority of its signatories, including the five permanent members of the Security 
Council, the United Nations officially came into being.  October 24 has been celebrated as United Nations Day 
since 1948. In 1971, the United Nations General Assembly recommended that the day be observed by Member 
States as a public holiday.

Pair of commemorative cachets honoring the opening of the 
General Assembly Building and the inaugural Assembly 
Meeting in the new Headquarters facilities.

Envelop containing the letter from John Golden to Assistant Secretary-General Benjamin Cohen, offering 
some details on the progress made by he and Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, as members of the United Nations 
Day Committee.

Service cover posted from the United Nations Post Office at the Permanent 
Headquarters.  Note the meter imprint now bears the text “New York, N.Y.,” 
to signify the New York City location of the UN Post Office.

Service cover posted at the United Nations during the inaugural 7th Session 
of the United Nations General Assembly.  Note the removal of reference to 
Lake Success in the return address.  

School children from around the globe participated in the celebration honoring the opening of the 
Permanent Headquarters in New York.  As an elementary school student at the time, my own mother 
joined a the student choir and recalls singing the United Nations Friendship song.  (ex. Marcia Jacobs 
Galletti)

On January 3, 1951, a ceremony was held at the Permanent  Headquarters to 
dedicate the new United Nations Station Post Office.  Dignitaries and invited 
guests were treated to music and presentations including the plenary by New 
York City Postmaster, Mr. Albert Goldman.

Dedication invitation and program provided to guests attending the 
ceremony.

General Assembly admission ticket for the First 
Meeting in the Permanent Headquarters Assembly 
Hall.

18.2  The First General Assembly Meeting at its Permanent Home
At the Plenary Session of the 376th Meeting of the General Assembly on October 14, 1952, Sec-
retary-General, Trygve Lie stated, in part, 

It is with deep emotion that I, as Secretary-General, bid you welcome to your new home, your 
permanent home, completed just seven years after the United Nations Charter came into force... 
Our buildings have been enriched by many gifts from many Member States... All these things’ 
add to the beauty and distinction of a headquarters which,  quite apart from its noble function, 
already is known throughout the world as a 
great international architectural achievement. 
This workshop for peace-by its simplicity, its grace 
and its clean architectural line-is already becom-
ing a focal point for visitors from all over the 
world. There is much to be added, of course, in 
the way of embellishments.  Landscaping, furnish-
ings, and decoration.  But we must all rejoice that 
at long last our Permanent Headquarters is fully 
established, occupied and at work.”

Invitation letter from the United Nations in honor of the opening of 
the United Nations Post Office and issuance of the first UN postage 
stamps.

A beautiful calm evening with reflection of the UN Headquarters on the East River 
depicted on Linen Divided Back postcard produced by Acacia Card Co., New York.  
Used October 1, 1966.

Official Free Frank Envelop - Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, United States Delegate to the United Nations General Assembly 
from 1945 to 1952, and staunch advocate for Human Rights.

Eleanor Roosevelt Cinderella stamps promoting the United Nations Day

Hand-drawn First Day Covers by artist 
RALPH DYER commemorating UN 
General Assembly and UN XV 
Anniversary issues. 


